
SEASON OF ADVENT :                  Second Week 
God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome.  Remove 
the things that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy so that 
we may share His wisdom and become one with Him when He 
comes in glory, for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen! 

The dogma of the Immaculate Conception defined by Pope Pius 
IX declares that the most Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first instant 
of her conception, by a singular privilege and grace of the Omnip-
otent God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of 
mankind, was preserved immaculate from all stain of original sin.   
Pope Francis - “If you don’t love the Mother, the Mother will not 
give you the Son.”           
The Catholic dogma of Mary’s Immaculate Conception developed 
precisely because Mary is the mother of Jesus, who “has similarly been tested in 
every way, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15).  The dogma of Mary’s plenitude of grace 
from the moment of her conception finds support in the greeting of the angel in 
Luke 1:28. Mary is spoken of as “full of grace” (kekaritomene) which in Greek 
means one who has been and continues to be “favoured” or “graced” by God 
(alternate translations could be “completely graced” or “thoroughly graced”). 
Since Jesus is fully human but without sin, it was necessary, then, that he take his 
human nature from one who is “full of grace” and thus free from all sin (original 
as well as personal sin).  In the 13th century, the Franciscan theologians William 
of Ware and Blessed John Duns Scotus developed the idea of “anticipatory re-
demption” or “pre-redemption.” The merits of Christ were applied to Mary in 
anticipation of her future role as the mother of the Word Incarnate. Thus, Mary 
was redeemed by Christ by being preserved from all stain of original sin. In 
1854, Blessed Pius IX defined the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception as a 
truth revealed by God to be believed by all the faithful.     Dr.R.Fastiggi  OSV  

 Five Ways to Get More out of Advent 
 Reflect on Advent as a time of waiting. The idea of waiting is not popular in 

our culture of instant gratification, but it creates in us a new kind of self-
discipline that helps us to appreciate the present moment and look to the fu-
ture with peaceful anticipation. 

 Turn your breathing into a prayer. Take a few deep breaths throughout the 
day and imagine that God's love is flowing through you to every part of your 
body. As you exhale, let go of tension, worry and anything else that is not of 
God. 

 Long for the Lord. Make it a habit of silently praying, "Come, Lord Jesus." 
 Unite with Mary. Set aside time once a day to join Our Lady in praying the 

Canticle of Mary (see Lk 1:46-55). 
 Do something nice for someone every day. It might be an encouraging word, 

a phone call, a note of appreciation or a little act of kindness. 

 

 

Pastoral Associate:  Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte:  Denis Golden 
Phone:  02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax:  02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com  
Address:  20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 

Parish Notices 

HAPPY 20TH ANNIVERSARY!!! 

8th. December, 2018 

To all the parishioners of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Parish. 

 

Next week our bulletin will be bursting with news of our celebrations and 

lots of photos too! Now Available as we lead into Christmas “The Parish 
History” A $2 donation for this beautifully illustrated commemorative booklet! 
'Feed My Lambs':  The Parish Pastoral Council has initiated a program for needy 
families.  Please consider the poor by donating tins of nutritional based food.  Items can 
be left in the foyer of the Church and will be arranged for Br. Denis Devich to deliver 
prior to Christmas. Your generosity can make a family happy this Christmas. 

Please keep Fr. Jim Victory, who is very ill, and his family in your prayers .  
He has always been a good and generous friend to our parish. Please ask for 
our Blessed Mother Mary to intercede on our behalf and join with us as we 
ask our dear Heavenly Father to help and sustain Fr. Jim in his struggle. 
 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr. John Fowles  

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy 
 2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick, 
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage -By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of the 
month  after 9.30am Mass 



Second Sunday in Advent      Year C              Sunday, 9th December, 2018   
Collect: Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking hinder those who 
set out in haste to meet Your Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us 
admittance to His company.  Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

First Reading                                                Baruch 5:1-9  

Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put on the beauty of the 
glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak of the integrity of God around you, put 
the diadem of the glory of the Eternal on your head:  since God means to 
show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives 
you for ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through 
devotedness.’  Arise, Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the 
east:  see your sons reassembled from west and east at the command of the 
Holy One, jubilant that God has remembered them.  Though they left you on 
foot, with enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you like royal 
princes carried back in glory.  For God has decreed the flattening of each high 
mountain, of the everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the ground 
level so that Israel can walk in safety under the glory of God.  And the forests 
and every fragrant tree will provide shade for Israel at the command of God; 
for God will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his mercy and 
integrity for escort. 
Responsorial Psalm:                                    Psalm 125 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy. 

Second Reading                                           Philippians 1:3-6,8-11  

Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy, remembering how you have 
helped to spread the Good News from the day you first heard it right up to the 
present. I am quite certain that the One who began this good work in you will 
see that it is finished when the Day of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how 
much I miss you all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that 
your love for each other may increase more and more and never stop 
improving your knowledge and deepening your perception so that you can 
always recognise what is best. This will help you to become pure and 
blameless, and prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the 
perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the glory and praise of God.  
Gospel Acclamation                                   Luke 3:4,6  
Alleluia, alleluia!  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight His paths: all 
people shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia!   
Gospel                                                           Luke 3:1-6  

In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the lands of Ituraea and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrach of Abilene, during the 

pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went through the whole Jordan district 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the  forgiveness of sins, as it is   

written in the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice cries in the 
wilderness:  Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every val-

ley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will 
be straightened and rough roads made smooth.  And all mankind shall see the 
salvation of God. 
Communion Antiphon:                                                     Bar 5:5; 4:36 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, and behold the joy which comes 

to you from God. 

Readers this week: Sat 6.00pm-Luke Burton  Sun:9.30am-Vera Galvin 
Readers’ Roster: 15th. Dec./16th. Dec. 2018 
                          Sat:6.00 pm–Damien Tocher Sun:9.30 am - Steve McCrohan 
 Cleaning Roster: 15th. Dec.  Grace Jodko 

Lord hear our prayers for the Sick: Fr. Jim Victory, Ray Byrnes, Greg Dunn,  
Anniversaries: Vincent Giner  
Most beloved Pioneering deceased members of the Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish. 
Lawrence“Dooley”Carroll, Andrew Trethowan, John “Jack” Fowles, Barry Pas-
coe, Richard Bartosik, John “Jack” Evans, Joyce Doolan, Mary O’Brien, Nicole 
Abikhair, Michael Galvin, Victor Zanin  

Gathering the People – First Annual Ball 
The first Saturday night in May was to become the 
date for our ten annual parish balls.  With over 350 
people bopping to the music, the young and the old put 
on their ‘tux and taffetas’ and pulled out their dancing 
shoes  to enjoy a night filled with entertainment.  It 
was a night that was to become the social event of the 
year, where all the friends and parishioners (some travelling from as far as Syd-
ney and Melbourne) would come together to enjoy the festivities and catch up 
with each other.  The Ladies of St Therese worked tirelessly decorating the hall, 
selling tickets and preparing a supper that was ‘to die for’.  It was Tim Fisher on 

that first night, who as acting Prime Minister, 
stepped up to officially open the inaugural Parish 
Ball.  Tim with his four security men certainly 
made a mark in the kitchen when one security of-
ficer sneaked a sausage roll!  The lady in charge of 
the kitchen had been told not to let anyone take the 
food, but she quickly had to change her mind 
when as the friendly officer reached out to sample 
a sausage roll she noticed a gun in his holster.  He 

was rather rapidly offered the entire tray!!  

Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish or Direct Debit: 
BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223.  Include name on transfer.  First Collection 
$519.90Second Collection(Envelope)$505.00 Direct Debit$360.00,Loose:$206.30 


