
Mouth shut, ears open can make the world a better place, pope says 
People need to listen more if they want there to be peace in the 
world, Pope Francis said. 

Open ‘ears are missing, there's a lack of people who know  
how to listen,’ which is essential before there can be dialogue. 

‘If only there were more dialogue - true dialogue, that is - in  
families, in the workplace, in politics, so many issues would be 
more easily resolved’. 

So much communication is increasingly ‘virtual and less personal,’ and the culture 
stresses of ‘having and appearances’ over solid values. 

Listening is not a very common occurrence. It requires being quiet - ‘mouth shut’ - 
as well as being patient and attentive.  God himself is the perfect example of a good 
listener, so take a cue from him when listening to someone in need. 

This attitude of listening pushes people to break down walls of misunderstanding, 
build bridges of communication, overcoming isolation and being closed up in one's 
own little world. 

Through dialogue, people with differences can start to see the other, not as a threat, 

but as ‘a gift of God,’ who asks to be heard. Carol Glatz, CNS. 

Dear Friends, The bells ring during Advent not just in  
celebration, but also to wake us up from our slumber.  

As we await the birth of Jesus, we are called to open our eyes 
and hearts to the possibility of hope. We are reminded that God is with us on our 
life's journey and that we too are called to accompany others on theirs. 

Jesus was born in a stable outside Bethlehem, on the "wrong side of the tracks",  
as they say nowadays. The Holy Family was a family of migrants. 

There was no welcome for his pregnant mother and tired father. The doors and 
hearts of the day were closed to them. 

Not long after his birth Jesus became a refugee. Fearing for his life, his parents fled 
with him to Egypt. 

The baby Jesus, in his smallness and vulnerability, is calling us to look at children 
born in camps, on borders, on the margins of societies with new and bold eyes.  
Dare we open our doors? Dare we open our eyes and hearts to these children? 

Through the infant Jesus, God is reaching out to us and calling us forward on our 
own personal journey. Do we say there's no room at the inn? Or, as our eyes focus 
on a broader and brighter horizon, do we in turn reach out and offer to Share the 
Journey with migrants and refugees? 

If you would like to send your Christmas gift to help Caritas support migrants and 
refugees, please follow the link: https://www.caritas.org/advent-appeal-2017/ 

Caritas wishes you a Christmas where love, joy and hope abound. 
Yours in Christ,  His Eminence Luis Antonio G. Cardinal Tagle  

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Evening Family Novena: There will be NO Novena on the 28/12/17. 

Parousia CDs: Parousia Media is actively committed to deepening knowledge 
and love of the Catholic faith. Whether you are seeking answers to questions about 
the truth, or wanting to come closer to the Lord in prayer,  
I encourage you to see what Parousia Media has to offer.  
CDs available in Church Foyer, only $5.00 each and would 

make great Christmas gifts -  there is  an honesty box available for payments. 

Feed My Lambs: The Legion of Mary would like to invite  
parishioners to once again contribute towards families in need this 
Christmas.  Christmas Hampers will be made up with the contributions 
offered.  Donations of nutritional based food items can be left in the  
foyer of the Church and will be delivered by Bro. Denis Devcich prior 
to Christmas 

Vigil 7pm, 24th December  
Midnight 12:00am, 25th December 
Christmas Day 9:30am, 25th December   
(There will be no Sunday 5:30pm mass on 24th December)  



Third Sunday of Advent, 17th December 2017 
 

 

 

 

 
Collect: O God, who see how your  people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 
Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation and to celebrate 
them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.  Through our Lord Jesus ….. 

First reading        Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11 
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed me.  He has 
sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim 
liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to proclaim a year of favour from the 
Lord.  ‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me 
in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity, like a 
bridegroom wearing his wreath, like a bride adorned in her jewels.  ‘For as the earth 
makes fresh things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up, so will the Lord make 
both integrity and praise spring up in the sight of the nations.’ 

Responsorial Psalm:      My soul rejoices in my God. 

Second reading         1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because 
this is what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.  Never try to suppress the Spirit or 
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you do anything – hold on to 
what is good and avoid every form of evil.  May the God of peace make you perfect 
and holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and he will not fail you. 

Gospel Acclamation:       
Alleluia, alleluia!   
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;  
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  
Alleluia! 

Gospel          John 1:6-8, 19-28 
A man came, sent by God.  His name was John.  He came as a witness, as a witness 
 to speak for the light, so that everyone might believe through him.  He was not the 
light, only a witness to speak for the light.  This is how John appeared as a witness. 
When the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’  
he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ 
they asked ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who 
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah 
prophesied: a voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for the Lord.’  

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

Lord God, may we, your people, who look forward  
to the birthday of Christ experience the joy of salvation  

and celebrate that feast with love and thanksgiving.  

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
~AMEN~. 

Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to 
him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the 
prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among you – unknown 
to you – the one who is coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ 
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising. 

Communion Antiphon:      Say to the faint of hear t: Be strong and do not fear . 
 Behold, our God will come, and he will save us 

Feast of the week: 3rd week of Advent 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: J ean and David Willis, Sam Coutella,  
Neal Grace, Dr Neil Bright, Danielle Scorah, John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   
Departed: Alice Baker, Peter Lineham, Pauline Frasier 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Peter Tobin      Sun 9.30am - Kieran Williams 
Readers & Cleaners Roster -  23/24 December 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Denise Murphy       Sun: 9.30 am - Magdalina Kuna 
Cleaning:  Group 5 - Kathleen Horsfall 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $636.05, Envelope: $510.00 + Direct Debit: $120.00, Loose: $359.55 

One Who is Coming: Scott Hahn 
The mysterious figure of John the Baptist, introduced in last week’s readings, comes 
into sharper focus today. Who he is, we see in today’s Gospel, is best understood by 
who he isn’t. 

He is not Elijah returned from the heavens, although like him he dresses in the 
prophet’s attire and preaches repentance and judgment. 

Not Elijah in the flesh, John is nonetheless sent in the spirit and 
power of Elijah to fulfil his mission. 

Neither is John the prophet Moses foretold, although he is a 
kinsman and speaks God’s word. Nor is John the Messiah, 
though he has been anointed by the Spirit since the womb. 

John prepares the way for the Lord. His baptism is symbolic, not 
sacramental. It is a sign given to stir our hearts to repentance. 

John shows us the One upon whom the Spirit remains, the One 
who fulfils the promise we hear in today’s First Reading. Jesus’ 
bath of rebirth and the Spirit opens a fountain that purifies Israel 
and gives to all a new heart and a new Spirit. 

John comes to us in the Advent readings to show us the light, that we might believe 
in the One who comes at Christmas. As we sing in today’s Responsorial, the Mighty 
One has come to lift each of us up, to fill our hunger with bread from heaven. 

And as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle, we should rejoice, give thanks, and pray 

without ceasing that God will make us perfectly holy in spirit, soul, and body - that 
we may be blameless when our Lord comes. 


