
Season of Advent 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from  
carousing and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by 
surprise like a trap. For that day will assault everyone who lives on the face of the 
earth. Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the  
tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man... May he not 
come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I say to all: ‘Watch!'” 

Christ could come again at any moment, and so we had better get ready.  
The name of the season of Advent comes from the Latin word Adventus which 
means “arrival.” 

There were some who were patiently awaiting His arrival, some who dreaded His 
arrival, and some who were totally caught off guard by His arrival. For the  
shepherds, the news of the birth of Christ was “good news of a great joy”; Herod, on 
the other hand, “was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him”. 

So it will be when Christ comes again, and that’s why the Advent season is divided 
in half. While the second half prepares us for Christmas, Christ’s first coming, the 
first half of the Advent season is preparation for Christ’s final return at the end of 
the world.  

We should be like St. Paul, and like St. John, looking forward to Christ’s return, and 
longing for it. But are we? Or to put it differently, if Christ were to return tomorrow 
would you be ready? Would your surprise meeting with Christ be the best or worst 
news of your life? Joe Heschmeyer 
 

 

Christmas Vigil: 7pm Sun Dec 24th  

Midnight Mass: 12am Mon Dec 25th  

Christmas Day: 9.30am Mon Dec 25th  

       (There will be NO Sunday 5.30pm Mass on the 24th December) 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

Thursday Evening Family Novena: There will be NO Novena on the 28/12/17. 

Become Small: If God, in the Chr istmas mystery, reveals himself not as One 
who remains on high and dominates the universe, but as the One who bends down, 
descends to the little and poor earth, it means that, to be like him, we should not put 
ourselves above others, but indeed lower ourselves, place ourselves at the service of 
others, become small with the small and poor with the poor. 

It is regrettable to see a Christian who does not want to lower himself, who does not 
want to serve. A Christian who struts about is ugly: this is not a Christian, it is  
pagan. The Christian serves, he lowers himself. Pope Francis 

Feed My Lambs: The Legion of Mary would like to invite  
parishioners to once again contribute towards families in need this 
Christmas.  Christmas Hampers will be made up with the contributions 
offered.  Donations of nutritional based food items can be left in the  
foyer of the Church and will be delivered by Bro. Denis Devcich prior to 
Christmas 

menAlive Weekend: point your  canoe in the r ight direction and join 
with other Men, at the menAlive Weekend Thurgoona! - the 24th and 25th 

of February 2018 



Second Sunday of Advent, Sunday 10th December 2017 

 

 
Collect: Almighty and merciful God, may no ear thly under taking hinder  those 
who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain 
us admittance to his company.  Who lives and reigns with you in the unity …….. 

First reading        Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11  
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God.  ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem 
and call to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has 
received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’  A voice 
cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.  Make a straight highway for our 
God across the desert.  Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid 
low, let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord 
shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.  Shout with a loud voice, joyful 
messenger to Jerusalem.  Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your 
God.’  Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him.  The 
prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.  He is like a shepherd 
feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast and 
leading to their rest the mother ewes. 

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, let us see your  kindness, and grant us your  salvation. 

Second reading        2 Peter 3:8-14 
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ 
can mean a thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being 
slow to carry out his promises, as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being 
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to be brought to 
change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the 
sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it 
contains will be burnt up.  Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should 
be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and long for the Day of God to come, 
when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. What we are 
waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where 
righteousness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your 
best to live lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at peace. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord,  

make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia! 

Gospel         Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in 
the book of the prophet Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 

The Lighting of the Second Advent Candle 

  God of power and mercy open our hearts in welcome. Remove the things 
that hinder us from receiving Christ with joy so that we may share his  

wisdom and become one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 
~AMEN~. 

he will prepare your way.  A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a 
way for the Lord, make his paths straight.  And so it was that John 
the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people 
of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by 
him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a 
garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. In the course of his 
preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful than I 
am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised 
you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Communion Antiphon: Jerusalem, ar ise and stand upon the heights,  

 and behold the joy which comes to you from God. 

Feasts of the week: Tues-Our Lady of Guadalupe; Wed-Saint Lucy, Virgin, Martyr; 

 Thur-Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Neal Grace, Dr Neil Bright,  
Danielle Scorah, Pat Pass, John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,    
Departed: Janusz Ziolkowski, Peter Linham, Pauline Frasier, Matthew Cameron,  

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Damien Tocher   Sun 9.30am - Mark Mannering 
Readers & Cleaners Roster -  16/17 December 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Lucy Findlay       Sun: 9.30 am - Kieran Williams 
Cleaning:  Group 4 - Grace Jadko 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $610.25, Envelope: $315.00 + Direct Debit: $120.00, Loose: $357.35 

Straighten the Path: Scott Hahn 
Our God is coming. The time of exile - the long separation of humankind from God 
due to sin - is about to end.  

Isaiah promises Israel’s future release and return from captivity and exile.  
Israel’s historic deliverance was meant to herald an even greater saving act by God - 
the coming of Jesus to set Israel and all nations free from bondage to sin, to gather 
them up and carry them back to God. 

God sent an angel before Israel to lead them in their exodus towards the promised 
land. And He promised to send a messenger of the covenant, Elijah, to purify the 
people and turn their hearts to the Father before the day of the Lord. 

In Jesus, God has filled in the valley that divided sinful humanity from Himself.  
He has reached down from heaven and made His glory to dwell on earth. 

He has done all this for each of us. The long history of salvation has led us to this 
Eucharist, in which our God again comes and our salvation is near. And each of us 
must hear in today’s readings a personal call. Here is your God, Isaiah says. He has 
been patient with you, Peter says in today’s Epistle. 

We have to go out to Him, repenting our sins, all the laziness and self-indulgence 
that make our lives a spiritual wasteland. We have to straighten out our lives, so that 
everything we do leads us to Him. 


