
Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
On 8th December we celebrate the Feast of Mary's Immaculate  
Conception with Mass at 8am and a Eucharistic Procession to the Shrine 
while praying the Rosary.  This occasion marks the 19th Anniversary since 
the First Mass was celebrated on our parish site, Hartigan Street. 

The Catholic Church teaches that the Blessed Virgin Mary was  
Immaculately Conceived, that is, from the time of her conception in 
her mother’s womb, she was free from the stain of the original sin of 
our first parents, Adam and Eve.  This is a singular privilege of Mary Most Holy, 
applicable to no other human being. 

It was only right that one human creature, the one chosen to be the tabernacle of the 
living God, should be sinless from the start.  Sin of any kind is subjection to Satan, and 
if “the Woman”, was to have nothing in common with him, she had to be sinless. 

In 1854 Blessed Pope Pius IX solemnly proclaimed, as Church Dogma, the doctrine 
that Mary was, indeed, exempt from original sin and Immaculately Conceived. 

In 1858 in Lourdes, in the final apparition to young Bernadette Soubirous, Our Lady 
electrified the world when she said, “I am the Immaculate Conception”, thus  
echoing Blessed Pius IX’s infallible declaration. 

 

 
 
  

Vigil 7pm,   
Midnight 12:00,  

Christmas Day 9:30am   
    (There will be no Sunday 5:30pm mass on 24 December) 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

 ~ Parish calendar ~ 

Hav-a-Chat: Ladies it is our final gathering for 2017.  This month we 
will be celebrating the end of the year at the Marian Centre at 12 noon.   
Food and refreshments, along with raffle tickets will be included in the 
$15.00 cost.  Eftpos unavailable.  Looking forward to seeing you and for 
those who cannot attend, we wish you all a very Happy and Holy Christmas.  

  Feed My Lambs: The Legion of Mary would like to invite  
parishioners to once again contribute towards families in need this 
Christmas. Christmas Hampers will be made up with the contributions 

offered. Donations of nutritional based food items can be left in the  
foyer of the Church and will be delivered by Bro. Denis Devcich prior 
to Christmas 

menAlive Weekend: Looking for  the ultimate thirst crusher  and 
thought Solo was the answer? You don’t have to be the Solo Man, 
point your canoe in the right direction and join with other Men, at the 

menAlive Weekend Thurgoona! - the 24th and 25th of February 2018 

 



First Sunday of Advent, Sunday 3rd December 2017 

Collect: Grant your  faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to run for th to 
meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so that, gathered at his right 
hand, they may be worthy to possess the heavenly kingdom.  Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit……. 

First reading       Isaiah 63:16-17,64:1,3-8 
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, ‘Our Redeemer’ is your ancient name.  Why, 
Lord, leave us to stray from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you?  
Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your inheritance.  Oh, that you 
would tear the heavens open and come down! – at your Presence the mountains 
would melt.  No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you act like this for those 
who trust him.  You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in mind.  
You were angry when we were sinners; we had long been rebels against you.   
We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing.  We have 
all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind.  No one invoked 
your name or roused himself to catch hold of you.  For you hid your face from us and 
gave us up to the power of our sins.  And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the clay, 
you the potter, we are all the work of your hand. 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 79:2-3,15-16,18-19  
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

Second reading        1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.  I never 
stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank 
him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and 
preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will 
not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus 
Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last 
day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you 
has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful. 

Gospel Acclamation         Ps 84:8 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Lord, show us your mercy 
 and love, and grant us your salvation.  Alleluia! 

Gospel       Mark 13:33-37  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know 
when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, 
and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper 
to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house 

 

The Lighting of the First Advent Candle 
All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good 

that Christ may find an eager welcome at his coming and call us 
to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit one God, 
forever and ever. ~AMEN~. 

is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must 
not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’ 

Communion Antiphon        Ps 84 (85):13 
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

Feast of the week: Thur- Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor,  
 Frid-The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Dr Neil Bright, Danielle Scorah, Pat Pass, 
John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed:  Pauline Frasier, Matthew Cameron,  

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Luke Burton       Sun 9.30am - Jorgette Hudson 
Readers & Cleaners Roster -  9/10 December 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Damien Tocher        Sun: 9.30 am - Mark Mannering 
Cleaning:  Group 3 - Kate Tobin 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $502.75, Envelope: $370.00 + Direct Debit: $120.00, Loose: $210.60 

Watch for Him: Scott Hahn 
The new Church year begins with a plea for God’s visitation. “Oh that you would 
rend the heavens and come down,” the prophet Isaiah cries in today’s First Reading. 

In today’s Psalm, too, we hear the anguished voice of Israel, imploring God to look 
down from His heavenly throne - to save and shepherd His people. 

Today’s readings are relatively brief. Their language and “message” are deceptively 
simple. But we should take note of the serious mood and penitential aspect of the 
Liturgy today - as the people of Israel recognize their sinfulness, their failures to 
keep God’s covenant, their inability to save themselves. 

And in this Advent season, we should see our own lives in the experience of Israel. 
As we examine our consciences, can’t we, too, find that we often harden our hearts, 
refuse His rule, wander from His ways, withhold our love from Him? 

God is faith. He is our Father. He has hearkened to the cry of His children, coming 
down from heaven for Israel’s sake and for ours - to redeem us from our exile from 
God, to restore us to His love. 

In Jesus, we have seen the Father. The Father has let His face shine upon us. He is 
the good shepherd come to guide us to the heavenly kingdom. No matter how far we 
have strayed, He will give us new life if we turn to Him, if we call upon His holy 
name, if we pledge anew never again to withdraw from Him. 

He has given us every spiritual gift - especially the Eucharist and 
penance - to strengthen us as we await Christ’s final coming.  
He will keep us firm to the end - if we let Him. 

So, in this season of repentance, we should heed the warning – to 
be watchful, for we know not the hour when the Lord of the house 

will return. 


