
 

Pope: Mary's 'yes' echoes the joy, suffering of every mother 

Pope Francis said Mary’s ‘yes’ at the Annunciation was more than a yes to bearing 
the Son of God, but was also an acceptance of everything she would endure after – 
something every mother experiences with a new child.   

“It was not easy to answer with a ‘yes’ to the angel's invitation; yet she, a woman 
still in the flower of youth, answers with courage, despite not knowing anything 
about the fate that awaited her.” 

“Mary at that moment looks like one of the many mothers of our world, brave to the 
extreme when it comes to welcoming in her womb the story of a new human being 
who is growing,”  

Her ‘yes’ to the angel at the Annunciation was just the first step “in a long list 
of obedience” leading to the moment she stands at the foot of her Son’s cross, 
the Pope said. 

During his general audience, Pope Francis describe Mary “standing by the cross of 
Jesus.” She listens and “ponders every word and every event in her heart.” 

She was ‘standing.’ She was there, in the worst moment, in the cruellest time, and 
suffered with her son,” but “she was standing,” Francis said. 

“Mothers do not betray, and at that moment, at the foot of the cross, none of us can 
say whose was the cruelest passion; whether that of an innocent man who dies on 
the scaffold of the cross, or the agony of a mother who accompanies the last  
moments of her son's life,” he said. 

And she doesn’t get angry or protest: she simply stands and listens, Pope Francis 
said, pointing to the relationship between listening and the virtue of hope. 

Despite everything, even the “deepest darkness,” Mary does not leave, but stands 
faithfully, he said. “That's why we all love her as a Mother...We are not orphans: we 
have a Mother in heaven, who is the Holy Mother of God.” 

Mary, he said, teaches to us “the virtue of waiting, even when everything seems 
meaningless: she is always confident in the mystery of God.” 

Even though she didn’t know what the outcome of her Son’s Passion would be, she 
is loyal to the plan of God, just as she promised to the angel “on 
the first day of her vocation,” Francis said, explaining that it is 
also part of her motherly instinct to suffer for her child. 

“The suffering of mothers: We have all known strong women 
that braved the many sufferings of their children!” he said. 

Even in the first days of the Church, before Christ’s resurrection 
is known and the disciples are all afraid, the “Mother of Hope” 
stays, Francis said. “She was simply there, in the most normal of 
ways, as if it were a natural thing.” 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
Saturday - 8am, Blessed Virgin Mary Mass 
 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am  
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat after 8am Mass & 5:30 to 5:50pm 
   Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 
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Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

  ~   Parish Notices  ~ 
Mother’s Day is a special time to celebrate and thank your  mother , or  an  
important mother-figure in your life, for all the sacrifices that she has made.  
Our Mother is the first to embrace us, she labours to bring us into the world and 
never stops from that moment to care for us. 

May we honour also the memory of the Blessed Virgin Mary by recognising and 
reverencing our heavenly Mother. The Blessed Mary provides us with an  
exceptional testament of sacrificial love, and a mother’s unwavering devotion. The 
month of May is a special time rekindle our devotion to Mary. 

Pope Francis presided over the canonization ceremony of the Fatima  
visionaries during his visit to Fatima May 13. 

The pilgrimage will mark the 100th anniversary of the Marian apparitions, which 
began May 13, 1917, when 9-year-old Francisco and 7-year-old Jacinta, along with 
their cousin Lucia dos Santos, reported seeing the Virgin Mary. 
The apparitions continued once a month until Oct. 13, 1917. 
A year after the apparitions, both of the Marto children became 
ill during an influenza epidemic that plagued Europe. Francisco 
died April 4, 1919, at the age of 10, while Jacinta succumbed to 
her illness Feb. 20, 1920, at the age of 9. 



Fifth Sunday of Easter, 14 May 2017 

Collect: Almighty ever -living God, constantly accomplish the Paschal Mystery 
within us, that those you were pleased to make new in Holy Baptism may, under your 
protective care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of life eternal.  Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

First reading Acts 6:1-7 

About this time, when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenists made a 
complaint against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution their own widows were being 
overlooked. So the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples and addressed them, 
‘It would not be right for us to neglect the word of God so as to give out food; you, 
brothers, must select from among yourselves seven men of good reputation, filled 
with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will hand over this duty to them, and continue to 
devote ourselves to prayer and to the service of the word.’ The whole assembly 
approved of this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy 
Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus of 
Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these to the apostles, who prayed and 
laid their hands on them.  The word of the Lord continued to spread: the number of 
disciples in Jerusalem was greatly increased, and a large group of priests made their 
submission to the faith. 

Responsorial Psalm: Lord, let your  mercy be on us, as we place our  trust in you. 

Second reading     1 Peter 2:4-9  

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; 
set yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the 
spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, 
may be living stones making a spiritual house. As scripture says: See 
how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone that I have chosen and the 
man who rests his trust on it will not be disappointed. That means that 
for you who are believers, it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone 
rejected by the builders has proved to be the keystone, a stone to 
stumble over, a rock to bring men down. They stumble over it because they do not 
believe in the word; it was the fate in store for them.  But you are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God 
who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the way, the truth, and the life, says 
the Lord; no one comes to the Father, except through me. Alleluia! 

Gospel     John 14:1-12  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God still, and 
trust in me.  There are many rooms in my Father’s house; if there were not, I should 
have told you.  I am going now to prepare a place for you, and after I have gone and 
prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that where I am you may 
be too.  You know the way to the place where I am going.’  Thomas said, ‘Lord, we  

 

do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?’ Jesus said: ‘I am 
the Way, the Truth and the Life.  No one can come to the Father except through me.  
If you know me, you know my Father too.  From this moment you know him and 
have seen him.’  Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and then we shall be 
satisfied.’ ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,’ said Jesus to him ‘and you 
still do not know me?  ‘To have seen me is to have seen the Father, so how can you 
say, “Let us see the Father”?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me?  The words I say to you I do not speak as from myself: it is the 
Father, living in me, who is doing this work.  You must believe me when I say that I 
am in the Father and the Father is in me; believe it on the evidence of this work, if 
for no other reason.  I tell you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform 
the same works as I do myself, he will perform even greater works, 
because I am going to the Father.’ 

Communion Antiphon: I am the true vine and you are the 
branches, says the Lord.  Whoever remains in me, and I in him, bears 
fruit in plenty, alleluia 

Lord hear our prayers for the: 
Sick:  Matthew Cameron, Noel Glasgow, Ray Curtis, Fr Con Croese, Theresa 
McCooke,   Departed:Pat Coleman, George Honey, John Murray, Darcy Young, ,   
Anniversaries: Therese Penn 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Luke Burton       Sun 9.30am –Vera Galvin 
Readers & Cleaners Roster - 13/14 May 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Damien Tocher       Sun: 9.30 am - Gwen Abikhair 
Cleaning:  Group 4 Grace Jadko 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $313.65, Envelope: $240.00+ Direct Debit: $325.00, Loose: $126.90 

Building His House: Scott Hahn 

By His death, Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus has gone ahead to prepare a place 
for us in His Father's house.  His Father's house is no longer a temple made by 
human hands. It is the spiritual house of the Church, built on the living stone of 
Christ's body.  Jesus is the "stone" destined to be rejected by men but made the 
precious cornerstone of God's dwelling on earth. 

Each of us is called to be a living stone in God's building, In this edifice of the 
Spirit, we are to be "holy priests" offering up "spiritual sacrifices"—all our prayer, 
work and intentions—to God.  This is our lofty calling as Christians. This is why 
Christ led us out of the darkness of sin and death as Moses led the Israelites from 
bondage in Egypt. 

His Word continues its work in the world through the Church. It is destined to 
spread with influence and power, and to become the imperishable seed by which 
every heart is born anew. 


