
Love bears all things. (Christopher West) 
Saint Paul says that love “bears all things.” Pope Francis observes that this means 
“more than simply putting up with evil; it has to do with the use of the tongue.  
The verb can mean ‘holding one’s peace’ about what may be wrong with another 
person. It implies limiting judgment, checking the impulse to issue a firm and ruth-
less condemnation: ‘Judge not and you will not be judged’.  

Knowing Bob was coming over, I consciously prepped myself a bit so as not to fall 
into my pattern of losing my cool with him. So there we were at the table – my wife, 
my kids, and our friend Bob – and he started talking about the topic of “looks” and 
physical “attractiveness”  in a way that is utterly contrary to everything I want my 
children to think about their own and other people’s bodies. I responded initially 
with some calm challenges to his thinking, but, as he persisted, I lost my cool and 
caused a scene. Something got tapped in me and up rose an impulse to issue a firm 
and rather ruthless condemnation of what he was saying. Despite my desire to do so, 
I did not check that impulse, as love demands I do. Instead, I let it rip. 

I had a right to challenge what my friend was espousing in front of my children, but 
not in this ruthless way. In trying to spare my kids the bad example offered,  
I became a bad example myself.  

Love bears all things. Sometimes I find certain things unbearable and let loose my 

tongue in hurtful ways. Forgive me, Lord. Please, teach me how to love. 

For first World Day of the Poor, Francis encourages personal encounter 
The theme for the World Day of the Poor, which includes a special 
logo depicting an open door, and one person welcoming another  
inside, is “Let us love, not with words but with deeds.” 

Quoting St. John Chrysostom, as well, Francis continued, “If you want 
to honour the body of Christ, do not scorn it when it is naked; do not 
honour the Eucharistic Christ with silk vestments, and then, leaving 
the church, neglect the other Christ suffering from cold and nakedness.” 

This day is meant to encourage all believers, regardless of religious affiliation, to react 
against a culture of discard and waste, and instead embrace a culture of encounter, which 
shares with the poor through “concrete signs of solidarity and fraternity.” 

“God created the heavens and the earth for all; yet sadly some have erected barriers, 
walls and fences, betraying the original gift meant for all humanity, with none  
excluded,” he lamented. 

Poverty means having a humble heart and accepting our limitations and sinfulness. 
More than anything, poverty, like the poverty of spirit Christ speaks of in the  
beatitudes, is an “interior attitude” that doesn’t get caught up in thinking happiness 
is found in material goods and worldly success. 

And prayer should be at the heart of all our concrete actions. The Our Father is “the 
prayer of the poor,” because in it we ask God for our “daily bread,” expressing our 
entrustment to God for our most basic needs. 

“The poor are not a problem,” he concluded, “they are a resource from which to 
draw as we strive to accept and practice in our lives the essence of the Gospel.”  
(Hannah Brockhaus, CNA) 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

World Day of the Poor (33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time) 19th November 2017 

"Let us love, not with words but with deeds" --- Pope Francis 

The Hammer & Nails Team – Our ‘come as you are’ gathering of men 
will be held at the Presbytery on Saturday 2nd December at 6.30pm after 
mass.  We have a Guest Speaker that I know you will find very interesting.  
A light meal will be provided and I ask that you bring your own   
refreshments.  Feel free to bring a mate and enjoy a few froffies. 

Come along to menALIVE weekend at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish  

Thurgoona on the 24th and 25th of February 2018   Through a variety of 
events and programs, men are invited to explore what God would want for 
their lives and how they might come to experience the fullness of life that God 

wants for us all. 

Holy Humour: One Sunday a young child was " acting up"  dur ing Mass.  
The parents did their best to maintain some sense of order in the pew but were los-
ing the battle.   Finally, the father picked the little fellow up and walked sternly up 
the aisle on his way out.   Just before reaching the safety of the foyer, the little one  
called loudly to the congregation, "Pray for me! Pray for me!" 
 
 



Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time, Sunday 19 November 2017 
Collect: Grant us, we pray, O Lord our  God, the constant gladness of being 
devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with constancy the author 
of all that is good.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives …….. 

First reading        Proverbs 31:10-13,19-20,30-31 
A perfect wife - who can find her? She is far beyond the price of pearls.   
Her husband’s heart has confidence in her, from her he will derive no little profit.  
Advantage and not hurt she brings him all the days of her life.  She is always busy 
with wool and with flax, she does her work with eager hands.  She sets her hands to 
the distaff, her fingers grasp the spindle.  She holds out her hand to the poor,   she 
opens her arms to the needy.  Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty; the woman who 
is wise is the one to praise.  Give her a share in what her hands have worked for, and 
let her works tell her praises at the city gates. 

Responsorial Psalm         Ps 127:1-5        Happy are those who fear  the Lord . 

Second reading         1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about ‘times and 
seasons’, since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a 
thief in the night. It is when people are saying, ‘How quiet and peaceful it is’ that the 
worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and 
there will be no way for anybody to evade it.  But it is not as if you live in the dark, 
my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and 
sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not go on 
sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober. 

Gospel Acclamation John 15:4. 5 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Live in me and let me live in you,  
says the Lord; my branches bear much fruit.  Alleluia! 

Gospel        Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of Heaven  
is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and 
entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents, to another 
two, to a third one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.  ‘The man who 
had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five 
more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way.  But the man 
who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money.  ‘Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went 
through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came 
forward bringing five more. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with five talents; here 
are five more that I have made.”  ‘His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you 
with greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”  ‘Next the man with the two 
talents came forward. “Sir,” he said “you entrusted me with two talents; here are two 
more that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with 
greater; come and join in your master’s happiness.”  ‘Last came forward the man who 
had the one talent. “Sir,” said he “I had heard you were a hard man, reaping where 

you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and 
I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it 
back.” But his master answered him, “You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew 
that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, 
you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would 
have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it 
to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and 
he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will 
be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”’ 

Communion Antiphon         Ps 73: 28 
To be near God is my happiness, to place my hope in God the Lord. 

Feasts of the week:  

Tues-The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Wed-St Cecilia, Virgin, Martyr, 

                Frid-St Andrew Dũng-Lạc and his Companions, Martyrs 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: , Pat Pass, Oliver Butler, John Dwyer,  
Bob Mannering,   Departed:  Matthew Cameron, Bruce Avery, Annaliese Katalinic 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Denise Murphy     Sun 9.30am - Gwen Abikhair 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  25/26 November 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Br Patrick Darcy       Sun: 9.30 am - Steve McCrohan 
Cleaning:  Group 1 - Isabella and Denis 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $466.00, Envelope: $300.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $240.05 

Settling Accounts: Scott Hahn 
By our baptism, He has entrusted to each of us a portion of His “possessions,”  
a share in His divine life. He has given us talents and responsibilities, according to 
the measure of our faith. 

We are to be like the worthy wife in today’s First Reading, and the 
faithful man we sing of in today’s Psalm. Like them, we should walk 
in the “fear of the Lord” - in reverence, awe, and thanksgiving for His 
marvellous gifts. This is the beginning of wisdom.   

This is not the “fear” of the useless servant. His is the fear of a slave 
cowering before a cruel master, the fear of one who refuses the 
relationship that God calls us to. 

He has called us to be trusted servants, fellow workers, using our talents to serve one 
another and His kingdom as good stewards of His grace.  In this, we each have a 
different part to play. 

Though the good servants were given different numbers of talents, each “doubled” 
what he was given. And each earned the same reward for his faithfulness - greater 
responsibilities and a share of the Master’s joy.  So let us resolve again in this 
Eucharist to make much of what we’ve been given, to do all for the glory of God. 
That we, too, may approach our Master with confidence and love when He comes  
to settle accounts. 


