
A Hole is to Dig. What Are You For? Steven D. Greydanus NCR 
“A Hole is to Dig.” This book is full of examples of how little children define things 
by what they’re for, by their function in the child’s mind.  
I don’t know about you, but if someone asked me to define a hole,  
I wouldn’t find it so easy, but little children don’t have that  
problem: “A hole is to dig.” 

What am I for? What are you for? What’s my function - my place in 
the universe, in my community, in the plan of God? Where am I 
meant to be and what am I meant to be doing? Thérèse of Lisieux had 
all this inner conflict over her vocation - until she discovered the key. 
So she wrote: Charity gave me the key to my vocation… Love  
embraces all vocations…Love is all things. Then in the excess of my 
delirious joy, I cried out: “O Jesus, my Love, at last I have found my vocation, my  
vocation is Love!” 

So love is your vocation and mine: Love is what you are for. It’s what the people all 
around us are for. A hole is to dig, and people are to love. If we don’t love them, 
then we’re not treating them according to what they’re for.  

Whenever we’re uncharitable, impatient, condescending, dismissive, when we judge 
harshly people’s weaknesses or limitations - that’s not what people are for.  

So our vocation is love, but after that there are different particular things we 
may be for. 

If we don’t know what we’re for, we won’t know how or where to seek happiness or 
fulfilment, because these things come from being where you’re meant to be and  
doing what you’re meant to be doing. Doing what you’re for. 

Discerning vocation - First, we need to seek God in silence. Our world is full of so 
much noise that drowns out the still, small voice that would lead us. We need to turn 
off our televisions, put away our smartphones, and spend time in silence with God. 
Second, we need to develop a habit of seeking to be useful to other people and 
serve them wherever we are in life. The reason we don’t have a culture of vocations 
is that instead of a culture of service to others we have a culture of selfishness.  
We need to look around and ask what needs doing. How can I help? Whom can I 
serve? Where can I contribute? 

We may never know how our lives may have an impact on someone else.  
Simply living out our call as disciples of Jesus Christ fully and joyfully bears  
witness to the love of Christ as He generously bestows on us our own vocation.  

"November is the month the Church dedicates to praying for the dead.  
The cemetery is an extension of the Church, not just as a sacramental but as the final 
resting place of those who are part of the Church Suffering and the Church  

Triumphant. The “communion of saints” is part of ecclesiology. Visiting cemeteries 
is, therefore, visiting another “part” of the Church…The cemetery is the resting 
place, ahead of the Resurrection of the Dead, of the body….Honouring the body, 

even the dead body, is indicative of honouring the person. Catholics have honoured 
the body as an expression of the person: that is why, for example, we have a practice 
of honouring relics. Every cemetery is a reliquary". .John M Grondelski 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

Anointing of the sick Mass: Tuesday 14th November at 10am 

The Hammer & Nails Team – Our ‘come as you are’ gathering of men 
will be held at the Presbytery on Saturday 2nd December at 6.30pm after 
mass.  We have a Guest Speaker that I know you will find very interesting.  A light 
meal will be provided and I ask that you bring your own  refreshments.  Feel free to 
bring a mate and enjoy a few froffies. 

Hav-A-Chat: A great day was had by the ladies who have expressed their  

thanks to Giddy-Up-Graham who took out the Fashions on the Day dressed in his 
Irish silks.  Also, Winners are Grinners and here are the results of the 2 Sweeps. 
1st Marie Fowles, 2nd Isabella Morris, 3rd Loretta Doumarni, Last Leonie Bocquet 

1st Lucy Findlay, 2nd Majorie Glandville, 3rd Sophie , Last Fr. Fowles 

menALIVE Weekend: What Men that have attended these weekends are  

saying  * “Exceptional weekend. I did not know what to expect and have come 

away a different person”  * “Fantastic weekend, extremely well presented and life 

changing. Great group of presenters. One of the treasures in the Church of Australia. 
A must do for men”.  Come along to menALIVE weekend at Immaculate Heart of 

Mary Parish Thurgoona on the 24th and 25th of February 2018    



Thirty-Second Week in Ordinary Time, 12th November 2017 
Collect: Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all adversity, so 
that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the 
things that are yours.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

First reading        Wisdom 6:12-16  
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.  By those who love her she is readily seen, 
and found by those who look for her.  Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she 
makes herself known to them.  Watch for her early and you will have no trouble; you 
will find her sitting at your gates.  Even to think about her is understanding fully 
grown; be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you.  She herself walks 
about looking for those who are worthy of her and graciously shows herself to them 
as they go, in every thought of theirs coming to meet them. 

Responsorial Psalm - Ps 62:2-8     My soul is thirsting for  you, O Lord my God. 

Second reading        1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure 
that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. We 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have 
died in Jesus: God will bring them with him. We can tell you this from the Lord’s 
own teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord’s coming will not have 
any advantage over those who have died. At the trumpet of God, the voice of the 
archangel will call out the command and the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us 
who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with them; to meet the Lord 
in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. With such 
thoughts as these you should comfort one another. 

Gospel Acclamation        Matthew 24:42,44 
Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready: you know  
not when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia. 

Gospel        Matthew 25:1-13 
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought 
no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. The 
bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there 
was a cry, “The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” At this, all those 
bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the 
sensible ones, “Give us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, 
“There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell it 
and buy some for yourselves.” They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom 
arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was 
closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord, Lord,” they said “open the door 
for us.” But he replied, “I tell you solemnly, I do not know you.” So stay awake, 
because you do not know either the day or the hour.’ 

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Ps 22: 1-2 
The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  Fresh and green are the 
pastures where he gives me repose, near restful waters he leads me. 

Feast of the week: Frid-St Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Bruce Avery, Pat Pass, Oliver Butler,  
John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed: Joseph Nguyen, Annaliese Katalinic 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Peter Tobin        Sun 9.30am - Vera Galvin 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  18/19 November 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Denise Murphy         Sun: 9.30 am - Gwen Abikhair 
Cleaning:  Group 6 - Vera Galvin 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $371.70, Envelope: $450.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $327.35 
Caritas Mission appeal $427.95 

Members of the Wedding: Scott Hahn 
According to marriage customs of Jesus’ day, a bride was first “betrothed” to her 
husband but continued for a time to live with her family. Then, at the appointed 
hour, some months later, the groom would come to claim her, leading her family and 
bridal party to the wedding feast that would 
celebrate and inaugurate their new life together. 

This is the background to the parable of the last 
judgment we hear in today’s Gospel. 

In the parable’s symbolism, Jesus is the 
Bridegroom. In this, He fulfils God’s ancient 
promise to join himself forever to His chosen 
people as a husband cleaves to his bride.  
The virgins of the bridal party represent us, the members of the Church. 

We were “betrothed” to Jesus in baptism and are called to lives of holiness and devotion 
until He comes again to lead us to the heavenly wedding feast at the end of time. 

As St. Paul warns in today’s Epistle, Jesus is coming again, though we know not the 
day nor the hour. 

We need to keep vigil throughout the dark night of this time in which our 
Bridegroom seems long delayed. We need to keep our souls’ lamps filled with the 
oil of perseverance and desire for God - virtues. 

We are to seek Him in love, meditating upon His kindness, calling upon His 
name, striving to be ever more worthy of Him, to be found without spot or 
blemish when He comes. 

If we do this, we will be counted as wise and the oil for our lamps will not run dry.  
We will perceive the Bridegroom, the Wisdom of God, hastening toward us, beckoning 

us to the table He has prepared, the rich banquet which will satisfy our souls. 


