
In her childlike, joyful love, St. Thérèse truly became the Little Flower.  
St. Thérèse of Lisieux is undoubtedly one of the Church’s most cherished saints. All 
of the saints are precious to us. 

Saint Therese saw herself as like the simple wildflowers in forests and fields. 
They’re often unnoticed by others, yet they grow and give glory to God.  
She saw herself as simple and hidden, but blooming where God had planted her. 

In her autobiography, “Story of a Soul,” she wrote: 
Jesus set before me the book of nature. I understand how all the flowers God had  
created are beautiful, how the splendour of the rose and the whiteness of the lily do not 
take away the perfume of the violet or the delightful simplicity of the daisy.  
I understand that if all flowers wanted to be roses, nature would lose her springtime 
beauty, and the fields would no longer be decked out with little wild flowers. So it is in 
the worlds of souls, Jesus’ garden. He has created smaller ones and those must be  
content to be daisies or violets destined to give joy to God’s glances when he looks 
down at his feet. Perfection consists in doing his will, in being what he wills us to be. 

And so what can we learn from the Little Flower? 
Childlikeness: In referring to herself, St. Thérèse used the image of a child’s ball. 
She yearned to be the little plaything of the Child Jesus. “I told him not to use me as 
a valuable toy children are content to look at but dare not touch, but to use me like a 
ball of no value which he could throw to the ground, push with his foot, pierce, 
leave in a corner, or press to his heart if it pleased him.” 

The Little Flower’s childlikeness was a mature one, born of great strength, self-
surrender, and selflessness. Her childlikeness was tested and purified in the hard 
struggles of life, a heroic sanctity. From her childlikeness sprang her “Little Way,” 
her method of doing the ordinary things with extraordinary love.  
Additionally, St. Thérèse’s prayer life was uncomplicated. Instead of long involved 
prayers, she preferred to speak plainly and directly to God and Mother Mary. 

Joy: The Little Flower rejoiced in her imperfections, embracing them as a means by 
which she could draw closer to God. For this, she used the image of an elevator.  
In her imperfections, she was too small to climb the stairway of perfection and so 
she needed an elevator – Jesus’ arms – to raise her up. 

Despite her advancing tuberculosis, St. Thérèse maintained unaffected cheerfulness, 
Her concern was for the pain of others rather than her own. 

Love: St. Thérèse didn’t just love, she loved “unto folly.” Her love for God and for 
others had no limits; she lived for Jesus alone. 

In “Story of a Soul,” she wrote: It seems to me that if all creatures 
had received the same graces I received, God would be feared by 
none but would be loved to the point of folly; and through love,  
not through fear, no one would ever consent to cause him any pain. 

In her childlike, joyful love, St. Thérèse truly became the Little 

Flower. She left her “Little Way” as a testimony and also as an  
example for us to follow as we make our own little way to the  
arms of Jesus.  (Marge Fenelon) 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

Hav-a-Chat:  On Monday 6/11/17, the Ladies gather ing will be held at the 
Thurgoona Golf Club at 12 noon.  Being the day before Melbourne Cup,  
the Ladies are asked to wear a hat or a flower in their hair.  We have a Guest  

Speaker ‘GIDDY-UP GRAHAM’ to tell of his experience as a Driver on the  
Harness Racing Track.   

menALIVE Weekend: The exper ience of men gather ing together  at a 

menALIVE weekend is dynamic and powerful. Many men are inspired,  
encouraged and feel that they have a new sense of purpose and mission.  Come 
along to a menALIVE weekend at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Thurgoona on 

the 24th and 25th of February and discover  what it means to be fully alive. 

Anima Christi 
Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, save me;  

Blood of Christ, inebriate me; Water from the side of Christ, wash me;  
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; O good Jesus, hear me; within Thy 

wounds, hide me; let me never be separated from Thee; from the evil one, 
deliver me; at the hour of my death, call me and bid me come to Thee,  

that with Thy saints, I may praise Thee forever and ever. Amen. 



Thirty-First Week in Ordinary Time, 5th November 2017 
Collect: Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your  faithful offer  you r ight 
and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten without stumbling to 
receive the things you have promised.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

First reading        Malachi 1:14-2:2,8-10 
I am a great king, says the Lord of Hosts, and my name is feared throughout the 
nations. And now, priests, this warning is for you. If you do not listen, if you do not 
find it in your heart to glorify my name, says the Lord of Hosts, I will send the curse 
on you and curse your very blessing.  You have strayed from the way; you have 
caused many to stumble by your teaching. You have destroyed the covenant of Levi, 
says the Lord of Hosts. And so I in my turn have made you contemptible and vile in 
the eyes of the whole people in repayment for the way you have not kept to my paths 
but have shown partiality in your administration.  Have we not all one Father? Did 
not one God create us? Why, then, do we break faith with one another, profaning the 
covenant of our ancestors? 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 130 
In you, Lord, I have found my peace. 

Second reading        1 Thessalonians 2:7-9,13 
Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children, we felt so devoted and 
protective towards you, and had come to love you so much, that we were eager to 
hand over to you not only the Good News but our whole lives as well. Let me remind 
you, brothers, how hard we used to work, slaving night and day so as not to be a 
burden on any one of you while we were proclaiming God’s Good News to you.  
Another reason why we constantly thank God for you is that as soon as you heard the 
message that we brought you as God’s message, you accepted it for what it really is, 
God’s message and not some human thinking; and it is still a living power among you 
who believe it. 

Gospel Acclamation        Matthew 23:9,10 
Alleluia, alleluia! You have one Father, your Father in  
heaven; you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. 

Gospel        Matthew 23:1-12 
Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees 
occupy the chair of Moses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to 
what they say; but do not be guided by what they do: since they do not practise what 
they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders, but will 
they lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is done to attract 
attention, like wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take 
the place of honour at banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted 
obsequiously in the market squares and having people call them Rabbi.  ‘You, 
however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one 
master, and you are all brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since you 
have only one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called 

teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you must be 
your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles 
himself will be exalted.’ 

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Ps 15: 11 
You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord. 

Feast of the week: Thur-Dedication of the Lateran Basilica,  
 Friday-St Leo the Great, Pope, Doctor, Sat-St Martin of Tours, Bishop 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Pat Pass, Gloria and Peter McLean,  
Oliver Butler, John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed: Annaliese Katalinic 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Lucy Findlay         Sun 9.30am - Br Denis Devich 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  11/12 November 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Peter Tobin         Sun: 9.30 am - Vera Galvin 
Cleaning:  Group 5 - Kathleen Horsfall 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $362.20, Envelope: $334.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $139.80 

Calling the Fathers: Scott Hahn 

Though they were Moses’ successors, the Pharisees and 

scribes exalted themselves, made their mastery of the law a 
badge of social privilege. Worse, they had lorded the law over 
the people. Like the priests Malachi condemns in today’s First 

Reading, they caused many to falter and be closed off from God. 

In a word, Israel’s leaders failed to be good spiritual fathers of God’s people.  
Moses was a humble father-figure, preaching the law but also practicing it - 

interceding and begging God’s mercy and forgiveness of the people’s sins. 

And Jesus reminds us today that all fatherhood – in the family or in the people of 
God – comes from the our Father in heaven. 

He doesn’t mean we’re to literally call no man “father.” He himself referred to 

Israel’s founding fathers; the apostles taught about natural fatherhood, and described 
themselves as spiritual fathers. 

The fatherhood of the apostles and their successors, the Church’s priests and 

bishops, is a spiritual paternity given to raise us as God’s children. Our fathers give 
us new life in baptism, and feed us the spiritual milk of the gospel and the Eucharist. 
That’s why Paul, in today’s Epistle, can also compare himself to a nursing mother. 

God’s fatherhood likewise transcends all human notions of fatherhood and 
motherhood. Perhaps that’s why the Psalm chosen for today includes one of the rare 
biblical images of God’s maternal care. 

His only Son has shown us the Father coming to gather His children as a hen gathers 
her young. We’re all brothers and sisters, our Lord tells us today. And all of us – even 
our spiritual fathers – are to trust in Him, humbly, like children on our mothers’ laps. 


