
“Being a priest in an 
unprecedented time 
of change”  Part 1 

The crisis we face in the 
Church is deep-seated, 
perhaps not unlike the 
financial institutions 
whose culture of 
corruption has been 
exposed in a fresh Royal 
Commission. Indeed, to 
many people, Catholics 
included, it is not only the 
case of a few bad apples. 
It is more like the apple 
that is rotten at its core.  
This does not seem like an 
overstatement in the light 
of continuing revelations 
of clerical sexual abuse 
right across the globe.  
While Pope Francis was 
in Ireland for the World 
Meeting of Families, the 
former nuncio to the USA 
decided to spoil the party. 
He released a long letter 
accusing Pope Francis of 
covering up the 
McCarrick affair and 
demanding that the Pope 
resign. Who needs 
enemies with friends like 
that? This open opposition 
and hostility against a 
reigning pontiff was 
totally unprecedented.  
The sexual abuse crisis is 
inundating the whole 
Church like a tsunami and 
it has the potential to 
cause long-term damage 

and even schism. It is the 
biggest crisis since the 
Reformation and it 
exposes the ideological 
conflicts that run more 
deeply than the New 
Zealand fault lines 
through the length and 
breadth of the universal 
Church.  The anti-Pope 
Francis forces have 
accelerated their frontal 
attacks against him. The 
gloves are clearly off and 
they have seized this 
moment of turmoil as an 
opportunity to undermine 
his papacy and derail his 
reform agenda.   What is 
interesting, too, is the 
number of prominent 
clergy and laity who have 
chosen to sympathise with 
these forces and therefore 
shown their not so subtle 
disapproval of the way the 
Pope is leading the 
Church.  Clearly, Captain 
Francis will have to 
weather both the storm 
and the mutiny onboard. I 
just hope and pray that he 
stay the course because 
nothing less than a deep 
and comprehensive 
reform will restore 
confidence and trust in the 
Church.  Pope Francis has 
unleashed a new energy, 
he has poured a new wine 
which cannot be 
contained in old 
wineskins. He has 

challenged us to move in 
concert with him and 
bring about the rebirth of 
the Church.   I am 
endeavouring to follow 
the pope’s lead. I have 
forfeited my Oneworld 
club membership and now 
fly with no-frills budget 
airlines regularly – on a 
wing and a prayer. But 
that’s the easy part. The 
harder part is to do what 
most of you do, which is 
to labour at the coalface 
of the Church.  It is have 
the smell of the sheep, to 
accompany our people in 
their joys and griefs, 
hopes and struggles. 
Transition times call for 
deep discernment, 
courageous imagination 
and prophetic action.  
Like Ezekiel, we must 
embody the vision of the 
Church made anew and 
the priesthood made anew 
from the ashes of the old 
clericalist model. We 
must learn to re-incarnate 
the spirit of Jesus, faithful 
to the past but also 
creative to the present and 
courageous to the future. 
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Parish Notices 

20th Anniversary of Immaculate Hear t of Mary Par ish:   On 8th December 
2018, our Parish will be celebrating a special milestone.  It is important that we 
give thanks, praise and glory to God and honour His Mother under her title of 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

All Saints Day is this Thursday.  Mass will be at 7pm 
All Souls Day where we par ticular ly remember  in prayer  our  depar ted 
family and friends. Mass will be celebrated at 8am on Friday morning.   

Australian Family Association Event:  “Transgender One Shade of Grey” - 
Book Launch by Patrick Byrne.  Pat explores  how the more the term ‘gender 
identity’ is examined, the more it becomes uncertain, ambiguous and 
contradictory and leads into deep legal and cultural conflicts.  When: 16th 
November 7:30PM;   Where: Commercial Club Dean St Albury, Stanley Room  
$10:00 per family  
Symposium for 50th Anniversary of Humanae Vitae: Conference/seminar at 
Holy Spirit Parish Hall, Lavington, 17 Nov.  9.15 am. Speakers to present topics 
on Humanae Vitae; lunch provided, BYO lunch. Tanya  0407 090 367  

   

 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr. John Fowles  

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy 
 2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick, 
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage -By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of the 
month  after 9.30am Mass 



30th.  Sunday in Ordinary Time 28th October 2018   
Collect: Almighty ever -living God, increase our faith, hope and charity, and 
make us love what You command, so that we may merit what You promise. 

First Reading                                                 Jeremiah 31:7-9      
The Lord says this: Shout with joy for Jacob!  Hail the chief of nations!  
Proclaim! Praise! Shout:  ‘The Lord has saved his people, the remnant of 
Israel!’  See, I will bring them back from the land of the North and gather 
them from the far ends of earth; all of them: the blind and the lame, women 
with child, women in labour:  a great company returning here.  They had left 
in tears, I will comfort them as I lead them back; I will guide them to streams 
of water, by a smooth path where they will not stumble.  For I am a father to 
Israel, and Ephraim is my first-born son.  
Responsorial Psalm:                                     Psalm  125 

The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.  

Second Reading                                            Hebrews 5:1-6      
Every high priest has been taken out of mankind and is appointed to act for 
men in their relations with God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins; and so he 
can sympathise with those who are ignorant or uncertain because he too lives 
in the limitations of weakness. That is why he has to make sin offerings for 
himself as well as for the people.  No one takes this honour on himself, but 
each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor did Christ give himself the 
glory of becoming high priest, but he had it from the one who said to 
him: You are my son, today I have become your father, and in another 
text: You are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and for ever. .  
Gospel Acclamation                     2 Timothy 1:10  

Alleluia, alleluia!  Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with 
death, and brought us life through his gospel.  Alleluia!  
Gospel                                             Mark 10:46-52   
As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a large 
crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son of Timaeus), a 
blind beggar, was sitting at the side of the road. When 
he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout and to say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on 
me.’ And many of them scolded him and told him to 
keep quiet, but he only shouted all the louder, ‘Son of 
David, have pity on me.’ Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So they 
called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they said ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So 
throwing off his cloak, he jumped up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man said to him 
‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has saved you.’ 
And immediately his sight returned and he followed him along the road.  
Communion Antiphon:                                                 Psalm 19:6 
We will ring out our joy at Your saving help and exult in the name of our God. 

 
Saints of the Week:     Thurs: 1st.  Nov.   All Saints    
                                     Fri.      2nd. Nov.   All Souls 
 

Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish or Direct Debit: 
BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Include name on transfer. First Collection 
$468.10 Second Collection (Envelope) $390.00,Direct Debit $320.00,Loose:$285.70 

 
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Luke Burton 9.30am-Jorgette Hudson 
Readers Roster:      3rd. Nov./4th. Nov, 2018 
                                Sat: 6.00 pm –Damien Tocher  9.30 am - Mark Mannering 

 Cleaning Roster:    Sat. 3rd. Nov.  Grace Jodko 

Lord hear our prayers for the Sick:  Lou and Helen Quirk,  
                                                           Fr. Jim Victory, Patricia Graham, 
For the recently departed:                Bob Sharp .    
Anniversaries :             William‘Billy’Fowles, Richard Hoyng, Anna Stempinska                                                    

CELEBRATION OF THE FIRST 
MASS ON THE LAND 

 
On the 8th December 1998 with 
beautiful flowers and candles adorn-
ing the altar Fr. John Fowles, Fr. Pat 
O’Çonnell, Fr. Cormac Nagle and 
members of the Confraternity of 
Christ the Priest concelebrated our 
first mass from the back of a semi-trailer. In the midst of dust and flies 

stood the shrine of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, 
with only gum 
trees for shade, 
over two hundred 
people in the 
summer heat sang  
hymns to honour 
Our Lady.  At 
day’s end the pe-

tition box placed at the foot of the shrine was over-
flowing.  


