
The Theology of the Body is the Answer! 

Pope John Paul II said that, if man wants to understand himself, where he came 
from, why he’s here and where he’s going, he 
should return to the first pages of the Bible. 
John Paul himself did that in 1981-82, ex-
pounding on the meaning of Genesis 1-3, 
showing just how profoundly human dignity is 
rooted in the first pages of Genesis, which in-
clude, among other things, the teaching “male 
and female He created them.” 

Sexual differentiation, says Genesis, is the  
esult of God’s will to make the human person 
in the Divine image. “Male and female He created them” contends with Fifty  
Shades of Grey. Overcoming the “gender binary” is proclaimed a civil-rights  
imperative against which the Genesis heritage is regarded as vicious discrimination 
to be extirpated. 

Depreciation of sex lies in devaluation of the body, and that finds roots all the way 
back in the Gnosticism, dualism and Manicheanism of antiquity. It’s no paradox that 
libertinism is coupled with denial of sexual difference: Epicureanism and hedonism 
also flourished in the ancient world, because if the body is irrelevant, it really 
doesn’t matter what you do with it. 

The theology of the body reminds us, however, that the body is an essential part of 
the person, and not just because body and soul form the human person, but because 
by his body the human person is called to communion. 

“Man cannot live without love,” John Paul wrote in his first encyclical, Redemptoris 
Hominis. Man realizes himself only when he makes himself a gift to others and he 
does that precisely through the body. 

The sexual structure of the human body points to the Creator’s design for the spousal 
gift, a gift consummated in parenthood. The theology-of-the-body gift reminds us of 
two facts modern society forgets: that humans are social beings, not isolated individu-
als, and that the body is a gift - from God and for others — not “my body, my own.”  

But parenthood is also under modern assault, starting with the very sexualized terms 
“father” and “mother.” Changes in marriage and birth certificates illustrate this 
starkly. ‘Spouse’ replaces ‘husband’ and ‘wife,’ while ‘parent’ replaces ‘father’ and 
‘mother.’” 

The theology of the body provides an intellectually solid and defensible response to 
the gnostic vision of man and sexuality being aggressively pushed widely today...  

It’s long past time for Catholics to say “we can’t, and won’t.” We won’t pretend that 
sexual differentiation is irrelevant at best and discriminatory at worst. We need to 

say stand firm in the public square, to the culture. If we hesitate, pray to John Paul: 
His witness brought down the Iron  Curtain. John M. Grondelski NCR 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

Morning Tea: after  9.30am Mass, 29th October : It gives us all an oppor tunity 
to welcome & meet those we still may not yet have made an acquaintance with and 

an opportunity to foster friendships. 

St Patrick’s Albury 2017 Parish Mission: Deepening Euchar istic Encounter  – 
evening mission talks presented by Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ with the Sisters of the 
Immaculate.  30th  October – 2nd November, 7pm to 8.30pm at St Patrick’s Church 

Albury. Be reinvigorated and renewed by the living presence of Christ in the  
Eucharist.  All invited and welcome!. 

menALIVE Weekend: The exper ience of men gather ing together  at a 
menALIVE weekend is dynamic and powerful. Many men are inspired,  

encouraged and feel that they have a new sense of purpose and mission.  Come 
along to a menALIVE weekend at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Thurgoona on 

the 24th and 25th of February and discover  what it means to be fully alive. 

All Saints Mass: Wednesday 8am  

All Souls’ Day Masses: Thursday: 8am and 7pm 

First Saturday of the Month: Mass and Rosary - 8am Saturday 4th November 

 



Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time, 29 October 2017 

Collect: Almighty ever -living God, increase our faith, hope and charity, and make us 
love what you command, so that we may merit what you promise.  Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

First reading        Exodus 22:20-26  
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Tell the sons of Israel this:  ‘“You must not molest the 
stranger or oppress him, for you lived as strangers in the land of Egypt. You must not 
be harsh with the widow, or with the orphan; if you are harsh with them, they will 
surely cry out to me, and be sure I shall hear their cry; my anger will flare and I shall 
kill you with the sword, your own wives will be widows, your own children orphans.  
‘“If you lend money to any of my people, to any poor man among you, you must not 
play the usurer with him: you must not demand interest from him.  ‘“If you take 
another’s cloak as a pledge, you must give it back to him before sunset. It is all the 
covering he has; it is the cloak he wraps his body in; what else would he sleep in? If 
he cries to me, I will listen, for I am full of pity.”’ 

Responsorial Psalm        Ps 17:2-4,47,51 
I love you Lord, my strength 

Second reading        1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 
You observed the sort of life we lived when we were with you, which was for your 
instruction, and you were led to become imitators of us, and of the Lord; and it was 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit that you took to the gospel, in spite of the great 
opposition all round you. This has made you the great example to all believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia since it was from you that the word of the Lord started to 
spread – and not only throughout Macedonia and Achaia, for the news of your faith in 
God has spread everywhere. We do not need to tell other people about it: other people 
tell us how we started the work among you, how you broke with idolatry when you 
were converted to God and became servants of the real, living God; and how you are 
now waiting for Jesus, his Son, whom he raised from the dead, to come from heaven 
to save us from the retribution which is coming. 

Gospel Acclamation        John 14:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
All who love me will keep my words, and  
my Father will love them and we will come to them. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel        Matthew 22:34-40 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees they got together 
and, to disconcert him, one of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?’ Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first 
commandment. The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. 
On these two commandments hang the whole Law, and the Prophets also. 

Communion Antiphon        Cf. Ps 20 (19): 6 
We will ring out our joy at your saving help and exult in the name of our God. 

Feasts of the week: Wed-All Saints; Thur-All Souls’ Day;  

 Sat-Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Pat Pass, Gloria and Peter McLean, Oliver 
Butler, John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed: Annaliese Katalinic 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Damien Tocher        Sun 9.30am - Simon Horsfall 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  4/5 November 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Lucy Findlay         Sun: 9.30 am - Br Denis Devich 
Cleaning:  Group 4 - Grace Jadko 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $433.00, Envelope: $420.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $231.60 

The Feast of All Saints 
On the Feast of All Saints we remember all the unsung heroes 
and heroines of the past who are enjoying eternal happiness in 
heaven, reaping the rewards of their good lives on earth.  These 
are the countless souls in heaven who are not canonized and do 
not appear on the Church’s official list.  Their names are only 
known in the hearts of a small circle of people whose lives they touched and shaped. 

Many people have the mistaken notion that being a saint is beyond their reach.   
For them saints are unusual types, people who never committed a sin in their lives.  
They forget that becoming a saint is the long and painful struggle of a life-times goal in 
life.  Today what fills us with great joy is that among this vast multitude of saints 
whom we honour are people from our own neighbourhood and from our own family 
circle, with whom we lived and shared our life until recently. 

 Contemplating their victory gives us the courage to fight the good fight with prayr, 
penance, works of charity and perseverance. Our prayer is that God may enter into our 
lives and make his home in us so that one day we may be numbered with them. 

The Feast of All Souls 
The Church remembers her suffering members who are undergoing the process of 
purification in purgatory. Actually none of the readings for All Souls Day speaks about 
purgatory or purification.  The First Reading speaks about God taken His people from 
their sorrows and tears to gladness and rejoicing.  In the Second Reading St. Paul 
assures us that God wonts to save us. If Christ died to save us when we were sinners, 
what will He not do for us now that we are His disciples, argues St. Paul.  In the gospel 
Jesus too tells us that He will raise up all those who believe in Him.  It is this eagerness 
of God to save us that makes Him give us a chance even after death to be purified of 
the stains of sin with which we might die. 

We know and believe that the souls in purgatory whom we see with our eyes of faith 

are in greater need of help and relief then the hungry and the thirsty on earth whom we 
see with our physical eyes.  Let our faith lead us to works of charity and prayer on their 
behalf. 


