
Everything needs a balance  
Everything needs a balance of authentic masculinity and femininity which find their 
perfection in the Blessed Trinity. God is pure spirit. The Church’s understanding has 
always been that the sexes are equal in dignity by virtue of being made in God's  
image, but differ at a biological and an ontological (the level of being, existence, 
reality) level in their masculinity and femininity. Both sexes possess masculine and 
feminine traits, but each of the sexes embodies these traits not only physically, but 
spiritually. Biological sex is also a reflection of spiritual realities. The Church is not 
either/or, she is a both/and in her teaching. The Church is the only vestige left that 
embraces authentic femininity and masculinity. 

Men by virtue of their masculinity - and this is a great good - are defenders,  
protectors, providers, and deeply oriented towards ritual. I know this as a Catholic. 
These traits are universal and, while our culture seeks to tear down the qualities that 
make men men, we have an obligation as Catholics to live in conformity to truth and 
reality. Men have a very distinct and crucial role to play in the Church. It is time we 
stop expecting men to be anything other then men. It is time to start allowing men to 
participate in the life of the Church through their distinct expressions of masculinity. 
An excerpt from an article By Constance T. Hull: a wife, mother, home schooler, 
and a graduate student theologian with an emphasis in philosophy.  

St. Longinus: A Saint for Conversions 
But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 
they did not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into  
his side, and immediately blood and water flowed out. 

Longinus is the name given to the soldier who drove a spear into  
the side of Jesus upon his death. The name likely comes from the 
Greek word longche, which means “lance.” Not a great deal of 
information is offered in the Bible on Longinus, but it is believed that he is the same 
as the centurion mentioned in the other Gospels who was awestruck at the moment 
of Jesus’ death. As the noon sunshine darkened and the earth trembled, Longinus 
faced Jesus and suddenly knew the truth: this gentle man nailed to the cross, now 
dead, was undoubtedly the innocent Son of God. 

When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he breathed his last he said, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!”. 

This unexpected acceptance of Jesus by the soldier-centurion Longinus is truly  
startling. During the Crucifixion of Jesus, the Roman military in charge gave all  
appearances of enjoying their part in the horrendous deed. They made cruel sport of 
the situation: mockingly dressing Jesus in a purple robe, crafting a painful crown of 
thorns, and spitting on and ridiculing him. These brutal behaviours make the  
spontaneous confessions of faith from one of them seem miraculous. 

We can celebrate with certainty that the heart of one particular soldier was  
transformed. Longinus openly glorified God before his demeaning comrades with a 
profound declaration of belief and outward conversion.  Theresa Doyle-Nelson NCR 

 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with 
 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am 
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~ Parish calendar ~ 

Morning Tea: after  9.30am Mass, 29th October : Please br ing a plate to share.  
It gives us all an opportunity to welcome & meet those we still may not yet have 

made an aquaintaince with and an opportunity to foster friendships. 

menALIVE Weekend at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Thurgoona,  

the 24th and 25th February 2018. menALIVE began in 2003 by  

organizing weekends for men in parishes - what better place to discover a 
supportive community of men than in your backyard?  Since those early 

days, menALIVE teams have worked in partnership with more than 150 
parishes throughout Australia and New Zealand to facilitate these weekends. Over 
the past twelve years the ministry has delivered relevant talks, personal testimonies 

and opportunities for discussion in small groups. Most importantly, it provides the 
space and environment for men to reflect. 

St Patrick’s Albury 2017 Parish Mission: Deepening Euchar istic Encounter  – 
evening mission talks presented by Fr Antoine Thomas CSJ with the Sisters of the 

Immaculate.  30th  October – 2nd November, 7pm to 8.30pm at St Patrick’s Church 
Albury. Be reinvigorated and renewed by the living presence of Christ in the  
   Eucharist.  All invited and welcome!. 



Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time, 22 October 2017 
Collect: Almighty ever -living God, grant that we may always conform our will to 
yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

First reading      Isaiah 45:1,4-6 
Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whom he has taken by his right hand to 
subdue nations before him and strip the loins of kings, to force gateways before him 
that their gates be closed no more: ‘It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, of Israel my 
chosen one, that I have called you by your name, conferring a title though you do not 
know me.  I am the Lord, unrivalled; there is no other God besides me.  Though you 
do not know me, I arm you that men may know from the rising to the setting of the 
sun that, apart from me, all is nothing.’ 

Responsorial Psalm: Give the Lord glory and honour . 

Second reading      Thessalonians 1:1-5 
From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the Church in Thessalonika which is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you grace and peace from God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  We always mention you in our prayers and thank God for 
you all, and constantly remember before God our Father how you have shown your 
faith in action, worked for love and persevered through hope, in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We know, brothers, that God loves you and that you have been chosen, 
because when we brought the Good News to you, it came to you not only as words, 
but as power and as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 

Gospel Acclamation       Philippians 2:15-16 
Alleluia, alleluia! Shine on the world like bright stars;  
you are offering it the word of life. Alleluia! 

Gospel      Matthew 22:15-21 
The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to trap  
Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to him, together with the 
Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach the way of 
God in an honest way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank 
means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to 
Caesar or not?’ But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied, ‘You hypocrites! 
Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see the money you pay the tax with.’ They 
handed him a denarius, and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’ ‘Caesar’s’ 
they replied. He then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar – and to God what belongs to God.’ 

Communion Antiphon       Cf. Ps 33: 18-19 
Behold, the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, who hope in his merciful 
love, to rescue their souls from death, to keep them alive in famine. 

Feast of the week: Sat-Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Gloria and Peter McLean, Oliver Butler, 
John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed: Haden Corrigan 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Luke Burton;        Sun 9.30am - Magdalina Kuna 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  28/29 October 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Damien Tocher       Sun: 9.30 am - Simon Horsfall 
Cleaning:  Group 3 - Kate Tobin 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $417.10, Envelope: $350.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $417.10 

Caesar and the King: Scott Hahn 
The Lord is king over all the earth, as we sing in today’s Psalm. Governments rise 
and fall by His permission, with no authority but that given from above. 

In effect, God says to every ruler what he tells King Cyrus: “I have called you . . . 

though you knew me not.” 

The Lord raised up Cyrus to restore the Israelites from exile, and to rebuild 
Jerusalem. Throughout salvation history, God has used foreign rulers for the sake of 
His chosen people. Pharaoh’s heart was hardened to reveal God’s power. Invading 

armies were used to punish Israel’s sins. 

The Roman occupation during Jesus’ time was, in a 
similar way, a judgment on Israel’s unfaithfulness. 

Jesus’ famous words: “Repay to Caesar” are a pointed 
reminder of this. And they call us, too, to keep our 
allegiances straight. 

The Lord alone is our king. His kingdom is not of this world but it begins here in His 
Church, which tells of His glory among all peoples. Citizens of heaven, we are 
called to be a light to the world - working in faith, labouring in love, and enduring in 

hope, as today’s Epistle counsels. 

We owe the government a concern for the common good, and obedience to laws - 
unless they conflict with God’s commandments as interpreted by the Church. 

But we owe God everything. The coin bears Caesar’s image. But we bear God’s own 
image. We owe Him our very lives - all our heart, mind, soul, and strength, offered 
as a living sacrifice of love. 

We should pray for our leaders, that like Cyrus they do God’s will - until from the 
rising of the sun to its setting, all humanity knows that Jesus is Lord. 
 

St Augustine Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit, that my thoughts may all be holy. 

Act in me, O Holy Spirit, that my work, too, may be holy. 

Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit, that I love but what is holy. 

Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit, to defend all that is holy. 

Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit, that I always may be holy. 

Amen 


