Reflection on Today’s Gospel
Dr. Scott Hahn
The rich young man in today’s Gospel wants to know what we all want to knowhow to live in this life so that we might live forever in the world to come. He
seeks what today’s Psalm calls “wisdom of heart.” He learns that the wisdom he
seeks is not a program of works to be performed or behaviors to be avoided. As
Jesus tells him, observing the commandments is essential to walking the path of
salvation—but it can only get us so far. The Wisdom of God is not precepts, but a
person—Jesus Christ. Jesus is the Wisdom whose Spirit was granted to Solomon
in today’s First Reading. Jesus is the Word of God spoken of in today’s Epistle.
And Jesus, as He reveals Himself to the rich man today, is God. In Jesus we encounter Wisdom, the living and effective Word of God. As He does with the rich
man today, He looks upon each of us with love. That look of love, that loving
gaze, is a personal invitation—to give up everything to follow Him. Nothing is
concealed from His gaze, as we hear in the Epistle. In His fiery eyes, the thoughts
of our hearts are exposed, and each of us must render an account of our lives We
must have the attitude of Solomon, preferring Wisdom to all else, loving Him
more than even life itself. This preference, this love, requires a leap of faith. We
will be persecuted for this faith, Jesus tells His disciples today. But we must trust
in His promise—that all good things will come to us in His company. What, then,
are the “many possessions” that keep us from giving ourselves totally to God?
What are we clinging to—material things, comfort zones, relationships? What will
it take for us to live fully for Christ’s sake and the sake of the Gospel? Let us
pray for the wisdom to enter into the kingdom of God. With the psalmist, let us
ask Him, “Teach us.
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Fr. John Fowles, Barry Pascoe,
Cathy & Matthew Findlay
This picture was taken on the day that
Bishop William Brennan approved the
land in Hartigan Street, Thurgoona.
The land filled with gum trees and
hard soil was to become the new Parish of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
With no plans and no money, this
Building Complex was placed into the
hands of Our Blessed Mother. God’s
plan was to bring the people of Thurgoona into a Community to give honour to
His Mother. Stories of our Parish development will be a feature leading up to
our 20th Anniversary on 8th Dec. 2018.

Immaculate Heart
f Mary Parish
Thurgoona
Parish Priest: Fr. John Fowles
Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thur goonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thur goonacatholicpar ish.com
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
Monday - 8am
Tuesday - 10am, M ass of M ercy
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to the Blessed Virgin Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage -By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of the
month after 9.30am Mass

Parish Notices

20th Anniversary of Immaculate Heart of Mary
Parish: Please check out the back cover!
On 8th December 2018, our Parish will be
celebrating a special milestone. It is important that we
give thanks, praise and glory to God and honour His
Mother under her title of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.
Next meeting to prepare for our celebration will be Tues. 23rd. Oct. 7.30pm Marian Centre. Please come along and join in the preparation and continue to
pray for our parish as we approach this very special anniversary.
Message from Pope Francis for the month of October: ‘I renew the invitation
to everyone to pray the Rosary every day in October, ending with the antiphon
"We fly to thy patronage" and the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, to repel
the attacks of the Devil who wants to divide the Church.’
Saints of the Week: Mon. 15th.Oct. St. Teresa of J esus, virgin, Doctor
Wed. 17th.Oct. St. Ignatius of Antioch Bishop, martyr
Thurs.18th.Oct St. Luke, Evangelist

28th. Sunday in Ordinary Time 14th October 2018
Collect: May Your gr ace, O Lor d, we pr ay, at all times go befor e us and
follow after and make us always determined to carry out good works.
First Reading
Wisdom 7:7-11
I prayed, and understanding was given me; I entreated, and the spirit of
Wisdom came to me. I esteemed her more than sceptres and thrones;
compared with her, I held riches as nothing. I reckoned no priceless stone to
be her peer, for compared with her, all gold is a pinch of sand, and beside her
silver ranks as mud. I loved her more than health or beauty, preferred her to
the light, since her radiance never sleeps. In her company all good things
came to me, at her hands riches not to be numbered.
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 89:12-17
Fill us with Your love, O Lord, and we will sing for joy!
Second Reading
Hebrews 4:12-13
The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts like any double-edged
sword but more finely: it can slip through the place where the soul is divided
from the spirit, or joints from the marrow; it can judge the secret emotions
and thoughts. No created thing can hide from him; everything is uncovered
and open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give account of ourselves.
Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 5:3
Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in spirit; the kingdom of
heaven is theirs! A lleluia!
Gospel
Mark 10:17-30
Jesus was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt
before him and put this question to him, ‘Good master, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me
good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: You
must not kill; You must not commit adultery; You must not steal; You must
not bring false witness; You must not defraud; Honour your father and
mother.’ And he said to him, ‘Master, I have kept all these from my earliest
days.’ Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, ‘There is one
thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ But his
face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great
wealth. Jesus looked round and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it is for
those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!’ The disciples were
astounded by these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My children,’ he said to them
‘how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to pass
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’
They were more astonished than ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one another
‘who can be saved?’ Jesus gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said ‘it is impossible,
but not for God: because everything is possible for God.’ Peter took this up.
‘What about us?’ he asked him. ‘We have left everything and followed you.’

Jesus said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no one who has left house, brothers,
sisters, father, children or land for my sake and for the sake of the gospel who
will not be repaid a hundred times over, houses, brothers, sisters, mothers,
children and land – not without persecutions – now in this present time and,
in the world to come, eternal life.’
Communion Antiphon:
Psalm 33:11
The rich suffer want and go hungry, but those who seek the Lord lack no
blessing.
Lord hear our prayers for the Sick:
Lyn Byrnes, Helen Quirk, Paul Coelli,
Fr. Jim Victory,
For the recently departed:
Maxine O’Brien, Pat Pass, .
Anniversaries :
Janusz Ziolkowski , Elisabeth Smith, Georgina Nelson
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish or Direct Debit:
BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Include name on transfer. First Collection $344.30
Second Collection (Envelope) $325.00, Direct Debit $400.00, Loose: $151.45
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Damien Tocher 9.30am-Vera Galvin
Readers Roster:
20th/21st October 2018
Sat: 6.00 pm –Peter Tobin 9.30 am - Steve McCrohan
Cleaning Roster: Sat. 20th Oct. Mary and Jenny

The Economy of Grace -excerpts from an article by Melinda Selmys -29.7.09
Very often, in life, the things that we want become stumbling blocks to our
spiritual growth. The Catechism puts this strongly: "The precept of detachment from riches is obligatory for entrance into the kingdom of heaven" (No.
3544). Attachment to riches causes anxiety and self-centeredness, and always
leads, sooner or later, to enslavement to things. Christ promises that our Father will always look after us, but there is a condition. We must "seek first his
kingdom." It is very common for Christians to think first about how we will
feed and clothe ourselves, and then, when the financial necessities of the "real
world" are dealt with, to find a little time for God. This is upside down.
"Abandonment to the providence of the Father in heaven frees us from anxiety
about tomorrow" (Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2547).
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CCC 2544-47, 2556“Jesus

calls His disciples to prefer Him to everything and everyone.
Detachment from riches–in the spirit of evangelical poverty–and self-abandonment
to divine providence free us from anxiety about the future and prepare us for the
blessedness of the “poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” Matt 5:3

