
(The nature of things continue from previous pace) 
another, taking away a life … these are really not talked about that much. 

The most minor sins are the sins of the flesh because the flesh is weak. The most 
dangerous sins are those of the mind, and confessors should spend more time asking 
if a person prays, reads the Gospel and seeks the Lord. 

One temptation the Church has always been vulnerable to, is being defensive 
because it is scared. Where in the Gospels does the Lord say that we need to seek 
security? Instead he said, ‘Risk, go ahead, forgive and evangelise.' 

Another temptation is to seek uniformity with rules, for example, in the debate  
concerning his apostolic exhortation on the family, Amoris Laetitia. When I talk 
about families in difficulty, I say, ‘Welcome, accompany, discern, integrate …’ and 
then everyone will see the doors open. In reality, what happens is you hear people 
say, ‘They cannot receive Communion.’ ‘They cannot do this and that.'  
That temptation of the Church to emphasise “no, no and no” and what is prohibited 
is the same “drama Jesus [experienced] with the Pharisees. This closed, fundamen-
talist mindset like Jesus faced is the battle I lead today with the exhortation. 

Jesus followed “another logic” that went beyond prohibitions as he did not adhere to 
customs – like not touching lepers and stoning adulterers – that had become like 
commandments. 

Church leaders are used to “frozen norms” and “fixed standards”, but when they 
ask, “‘Can we give Communion to divorcees?’ I reply, ‘Speak with the divorced 
man and woman, welcome, accompany, integrate and discern”, which opens a path 
and a way of communication to lead people to Christ. 

Encountering Christ is what leads people onto a path of living a moral life. 

When asked about the Church’s “just war” theory, the Pope said ... “no war is just. 
The only just thing is peace.” 

Concerning the persecution of Christians, and the question of why God would allow 
such tragedy, the pope said, “I do not know where God is, but I know where man is 
in this situation. Men make weapons and sell them.” It is easy for people to question 
God, but “it is we who commit all this” and allow it to happen;  
“our humanity is corrupted”. 
 

Jesus, you said to St Margaret Mary that  
“If you believe, you will see the power of my heart”. 

Oh Lord help me to believe that I may see the power of your heart in my life. 

You so desired to give yourself to us that you revealed your  
open and wounded heart on the cross and at the resurrection. 

Your love and mercy are so great that I will never fear coming to you. 

Please pour out into my life your holy spirt.   
Increase my faith and my desire to give myself to you. 

Heal me renew me fill me with a new hope, make me holy with your love  
so that I will be a joyful servant of our Fathers will.  Amen 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 

Saturday -8am- Only First Saturdays with 

 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am  
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

~   Parish calendar ~ 

Last Apparition of Fatima:  Following the 8.00am Mass on Fr iday, 13th  
October, there will be a procession to the Grotto where the Rosary will be recited 
with hymns to Our Lady. 

An occasion for Legionaries and Catechists: to honour  Our  Lady with a rosary 
and devotions at the Grotto at 6.00pm 13th October and to gather in the court yard 
for a shared meal (bring a plate) .  Refreshments will be provided.   

menALIVE: Our Vision: the most Impor tant thing that a man can dis-
cover is that God is at work in his life; he is not just out there on his own,  
battling his way through.  The vision of menALIVE is to create an opportunity for 
that to happen and then try not to get in God’s way. menALIVE Weekend at Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Parish Thurgoona, the 24th and 25th Feberary 2018. 

“Same-sex marriage will mean the eradication of terms like ‘Mother’ and 

‘Father’”: Millions of Australians still haven’t voted –to stand up for parents’ 
rights to say “NO” to kids being taught radical gay sex education at school, and to 
stand up for your freedom of speech and religion and before the terms ‘Mother’ and 
‘Father’ are eradicated.. Please don’t forget to vote. 



Twenty-Seventh Week in Ordinary Time, 8
th

 October 2017 
Collect: Almighty ever -living God, who in the abundance of your kindness surpass 
the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, pour out your mercy upon us to 
pardon what conscience dreads and to give what prayer does not dare to ask.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you…..  
First reading      Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing to my friend the song of his love for his vineyard.  My friend had a 
vineyard on a fertile hillside.  He dug the soil, cleared it of stones and planted choice 
vines in it.  In the middle he built a tower, he dug a press there too.  He expected it to 
yield grapes, but sour grapes were all that it gave.  And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and men of Judah,I ask you to judge between my vineyard and me.  What could I 
have done for my vineyard that I have not done?  I expected it to yield grapes.  Why 
did it yield sour grapes instead?  Very well, I will tell you what I am going to do to 
my vineyard: I will take away its hedge for it to be grazed on, and knock down its 
wall for it to be trampled on.  I will lay it waste, unpruned, undug; overgrown by the 
briar and the thorn.  I will command the clouds to rain no rain on it.  Yes, the 
vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel, and the men of Judah that chosen 
plant.  He expected justice, but found bloodshed, integrity, but only a cry of distress. 

Responsorial Psalm: The vineyard of the Lord is the House of Israel. 

Second reading      Philippians 4:6-9 
There is no need to worry; but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God 
for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much greater 
than we can understand, will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brothers, fill your minds with everything that is true, everything that is noble, 
everything that is good and pure, everything that we love and honour, and everything 
that can be thought virtuous or worthy of praise. Keep doing all the things that you 
learnt from me and have been taught by me and have heard or seen that I do.  
Then the God of peace will be with you. 

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I call you fr iends, says the Lord, because 
I have made known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. Alleluia! 

Gospel      Matthew 21:33-43 
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘Listen to another parable. 
There was a man, a landowner, who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a 
winepress in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and went abroad. When 
vintage time drew near he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his produce. But 
the tenants seized his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. Next 
he sent some more servants, this time a larger number, and they dealt with them in the 
same way. Finally he sent his son to them. “They will respect my son” he said. But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. Come on, let 
us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So they seized 
him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 
do to those tenants?’ They answered, ‘He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end and lease the vineyard to other 

tenants who will deliver the produce to him when the season arrives.’ Jesus said to 
them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: It was the stone rejected by the 
builders that became the keystone.  This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to 
see?  ‘I tell you, then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit.’ 

Communion Antiphon      Lam 3:25 
The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the soul that seeks him. 

Lord hear our prayers for the:  Sick: Oliver Butler, Truus Lommens-Jacobs, 
John Dwyer, Bob Mannering,   Departed: Haden Corrigan, Dorothy Fegan, 
Catherine Greenhalgh, Fr Phil Harding,  

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Denise Murphy;   Sun 9.30am - Mark Mannering 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  14/15 October 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Br Patrick Darcy      Sun: 9.30 am - Kieran Williams 
Cleaning:  Group 1 - Isabella and Dennis 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $263.35, Envelope: $230.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $134.35 

The nature of things 
Pope says, by virtue of its very definition, marriage can only be 
between a man and a woman; we cannot change it. This is the 
nature of things, not just in the Church, but in human history.  

When it comes to the true nature of marriage as well as gender, 
there is critical confusion... When asked about marriage for same-sex couples, the 
Pope said, Let’s call this ‘civil unions.’ We do not joke around with truth. 

Teaching children that they can choose their gender also plays a part in fostering 
such mistakes about the truth or facts of nature. 

Pope Francis also said his decision to give all priests permanent permission to grant 
absolution to those who confess to having procured an abortion was not meant to 
trivialise this serious and grave sin. Abortion continues to be murder of an innocent 
person. But if there is sin, forgiveness must be facilitated. So often a woman who 
never forgets her aborted child; she cries for years without having the courage to go 
see a priest. Do you have any idea the number of people who can finally breathe? he 
asked, adding how important it was these women can find the Lord’s forgiveness… 

 Pope Francis said the biggest threat in the world is money. In St Matthew’s Gospel, 
when Jesus talked about people’s love and loyalty being torn between two things, he 
didn’t say it was between “your wife or God”, it was choosing between God or 
money. It’s clear. They are two things opposed to each other. 

When asked why people do not listen to this message even though it has been clearly 
condemned by the Church, the Pope said it is because some people prefer to speak 
only about sexual morality.  

There is a great danger for preachers, lecturers, to fall into mediocrity, which is 
condemning only those forms of immorality that fall “below the belt”. But the other 
sins that are the most serious: hatred, envy, pride, vanity, killing   
  (Continued on back page) 


