
“Gossip” 
Pope Francis likened a person who gossips to “a terrorist who throws a bomb,”  
telling his followers that sowing divisions is a sickness within the Catholic Church. 
Francis criticized people who think gossip is harmless. 

“Gossiping is like terrorism because the person who gossips is like a terrorist who 
throws a bomb and runs away, destroying.  With their tongue they are destroying 
and not making peace.  The “cunning” gossip, who is “not a suicide bomber”  
because he takes good care of himself." 

Francis called on his followers to question whether they sow peace when they speak, 
telling them to bite their tongues if they feel the urge to spread divisions among people.   

He also took a critical view of those who have a “serpent’s tongue” and spread  
gossip within the Catholic Church: “That person is always doing what the serpent 
did with Adam and Eve, namely destroying peace. And this is an evil, this is a sick-
ness within our church: sowing divisions, sowing hatred, not sowing peace.”   

How can we say “I love you Jesus” when we gossip about each other?  Surely, the 
vision of Jesus hanging from the Cross would be enough, but what if you heard Him 
say:  “How much longer do I have to hang here for you.”    Vatican City (RNS) 

 
A Quiet Heart 

Seek the Lord where he may be found. 

Within a quiet heart, his dwelling place. 

Offer him, in quiet prayer, 

your everyday life as a gift. 

Share all your burdens 

that he may lighten the load. 

Trust him to be there, 

to walk beside you each step. 

Know that he loves you 

and quietly waits for you there. 

Seek the lord where he may be found. 

He’s there for you and me. 

Just let him hear your call— 

Within a quiet. Heart 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 

Saturday -8am- Only First Saturdays with 

 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am  
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

  ~   Parish Notices  ~ 

Saturday Mass and Reconciliation will Only be on the Fir st Saturday of each 
month at 8am 

Open Invitation to Lyle Shelton: Head of the Australian Chr istian Lobby will 
be giving an address on current issues of interest to all people of faith… Monday, 
25 September 6.30pm for a 7pm start.  Commercial Club Albury in the Waratah 
Room.  $10 donation, Sponsored by The Australian Family Association.  Tea and 
coffee provided.  Drinks will be available in the adjacent bar.  
No  bookings required. Further information contact Kathleen Horsfall 0431734206 

menALIVE: Our Vision: the most Impor tant thing that a man can discover  is 
that God is at work in his life; he is not just out there on his own, battling his way 
through.  The vision of memALIVE is to create an opportunity for that to happen 
and then try not to get in God’s way. History: menALIVE was founded in 2003 by 
Robert Falzon who wanted to do something about the question 
“Where are all the men?”.  Out of this desire was founded 
menALIVE - A National Catholic Ministry to Men.   
menALIVE Weekend at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Thur-
goona, the 24th and 25th Feberary 2018. 



Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time, Sunday 24 September 2017 
Collect: O God, who founded all the commands of your  sacred Law upon love of 
you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your precepts, we may merit to 
attain eternal life.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns….  

First reading      Isaiah 55:6-9 
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near.  Let the 
wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn back to the 
Lord who will take pity on him, to our God who is rich in forgiving; for my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways - it is the Lord who speaks.  Yes, the 
heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your ways, my thoughts above 
your thoughts. 

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is near  to all who call him. 

Second reading      Philippians 1:20-24,27 
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of 
course, is Christ, but then death would bring me something more; but then again, if 
living in this body means doing work which is having good results – I do not know 
what I should choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone and be with 
Christ, which would be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a 
more urgent need for your sake.  Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be 
unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation      Cf. Acts 16:14 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord,  
to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel      Matthew 20:1-16 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at 
daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers 
for one denarius a day, and sent them to his vineyard. Going out at about the third 
hour he saw others standing idle in the market place and said to them, “You go to my 
vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour 
and again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, 
“Why have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us” they 
answered. He said to them, “You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner 
of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at 
about the eleventh hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first 
came, they expected to get more, but they too received one denarius each. They took 
it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who came last” they said “have done 
only one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we have done a 
heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I 
am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings 
and go. I choose to pay the last-comer as much as I pay you.  

Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I am 
generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’ 

Communion Antiphon      Ps 118 (119):4-5 
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully kept; may my ways be firm in 
keeping your statutes. 

Feasts of the week: Wed-St Vincent de Paul, Priest;  
 Frid-Sts Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, archangels; Sat-St Jerome, priest, doctor  

Lord hear our prayers for the:   
Sick: John Dwyer, Bob Mannering, Theresa McCooke,    
Departed: Dorothy Fegan, Catherine Greenhalgh, Fr Phil Harding, Jane Bell, 
Antoinette O’Brien, Mary McLauren, Victor Zanin 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Lucy Findlay       Sun 9.30am - Steve McCrohan 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  30 September & 1 October 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Peter Tobin        Sun: 9.30 am - Jorgette Hudson 
Cleaning:  Group 5 - Kathleen Horsfall 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $539.60, Envelope: $620.00 + Direct Debit: $200.00, Loose: $217.20 

First and Last: Scott Hahn 
Israel failed to yield good fruits and the Lord allowed His vineyard, Israel’s 
kingdom, to be overrun by conquerors. But God 
promised that one day He would replant His vineyard 
and its shoots would blossom to the ends of the earth. 

The landowner is God. The vineyard is the kingdom.  
The workers hired at dawn are the Israelites, to whom 
He first offered His covenant. Those hired later in the day are the Gentiles, the non-
Israelites, who, until the coming of Christ, were strangers to the covenants of 
promise. In the Lord’s great generosity, the same wages, the same blessings 
promised to the first-called, the Israelites, will be paid to those called last, the rest of 
the nations. 

This provokes grumbling in today’s parable. Doesn’t the complaint of those first 
labourers sound like that of the older brother in Jesus’ prodigal son parable? God’s 
ways, however, are far from our ways. And today’s readings should caution us 
against the temptation to resent God’s lavish mercy. 

Like the Gentiles, many will be allowed to enter the kingdom late - after having 
spent most of their days idling in sin. 

But even these can call upon Him and find Him near. We should rejoice that God 
has compassion on all whom He has created. This should console us, too, especially 
if we have loved ones who remain far from the vineyard. 

Our task is to continue labouring in His vineyard. As Paul says in today’s Epistle, let 
us conduct ourselves worthily, struggling to bring all men and women to the praise 
of His name. 

Denarius = day’s wage 

Landowner = God 

Workers = Disciples 

Matthew    20:1-16 


