
By Archbishop Mark Coleridge

 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm 
Monday - 8am Mass 
Tuesday - 10am, Mass of Mercy, 2nd  
      Tues of month Anointing of the sick  
Wednesday - 8am 
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena 
Friday - 8am 

Saturday -8am- Only First Saturdays with 

 devotions to Bl.V.M. 
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am 

Sacraments and Devotions 

Adoration -  Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am 
 Precious Blood - Fri 10am 
Rosaries - Thurs 6:30pm and Sun 9am  
Reconciliation - Thursday after  Novena  
      Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,  
      Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm 
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment 
 

Legion of Mary Praesidia : 
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose 
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate 
Thur 5.30pm - Mother of Divine Grace  

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden 
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thurgoonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com  
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thurgoonacatholicpar ish.com 
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thurgoona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641 
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thursday from 9:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Heart  
f Mary Parish 

Thurgoona  

 

Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18 

Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles  

  ~   Parish Notices  ~ 

Faith and Family Group: Wednesday, 20th September at 7pm in Presbytery. 
The truth, and nothing but: The belief that truth exists, is permanent and  
knowable, and is worth pursuing and fighting for because it makes us free, is an 
affirmation of the goodness of life and the world’s loving Creator. 

By Archbishop Mark Coleridge: By now the  
arguments for and against same-sex marriage are well enough known to those who 
want to know them, even if much of the debate has been too shallow or slick to do 
justice to the deeper issues. So there’s no need for me to go over well trodden 
ground. But in a debate where the language has often been slippery it may help to 
clarify a few points that can be unclear. Further information & points on back page 

Saturday Mass and Reconciliation will Only be on the First Saturday of each 

month at 8am 

Please consider offering a little support to those who have been car rying the 
burden of maintenance works in your parish: One Working Bee every second 
month equals One Hour Per Month would be appreciated and enormously assist 
your parish in meeting it’s on going requirements. There are numerous ways in 
which you could make a contribution so please do not hesitate to offer your talents.. 



Twenty Fourth Week in Ordinary Time, 17 September 2017 
Collect: Look upon us, O God, Creator  and ruler  of all things, and, that we may 
feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you with all our heart.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
First reading      Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7 
Resentment and anger, these are foul things, and both are found with the sinner.  He 
who exacts vengeance will experience the vengeance of the Lord, who keeps strict 
account of sin.  Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when you pray, 
your sins will be forgiven.  If a man nurses anger against another, can he then demand 
compassion from the Lord?  Showing no pity for a man like himself, can he then 
plead for his own sins?  Mere creature of flesh, he cherishes resentment; who will 
forgive him his sins?  Remember the last things, and stop hating, remember 
dissolution and death, and live by the commandments.  Remember the 
commandments, and do not bear your neighbour ill-will; remember the covenant of 
the Most High, and overlook the offence. 

Responsorial Psalm       Psalm 102(103):1-4,9-12  
The Lord is kind and merciful: slow to anger, and rich in compassion. 

Second reading      Romans 14:7-9  
The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead we belong to the Lord. 
This explains why Christ both died and came to life: it was so that he might be Lord 
both of the dead and of the living. 

Gospel Acclamation      John 13:34 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
I give you a new commandment:  
love one another as I have loved you.  
Alleluia.  

Gospel      Matthew 18:21-35  
Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how often must I forgive my brother if he 
wrongs me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but 
seventy-seven times.  ‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who decided to settle his accounts with his servants. When the reckoning began, they 
brought him a man who owed ten thousand talents; but he had no means of paying, so 
his master gave orders that he should be sold, together with his wife and children and 
all his possessions, to meet the debt. At this, the servant threw himself down at his 
master’s feet. “Give me time” he said “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the 
servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he let him go and cancelled the debt. Now 
as this servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow servant who owed him one 
hundred denarii; and he seized him by the throat and began to throttle him. “Pay what 
you owe me” he said. His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored him, saying, 
“Give me time and I will pay you.” But the other would not agree; on the contrary, he 
had him thrown into prison till he should pay the debt. His fellow servants were 
deeply distressed when they saw what had happened, and they went to their master 
and reported the whole affair to him. Then the master sent for him.  

“You wicked servant,” he said “I cancelled all that debt of yours when you appealed 
to me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on your fellow servant just as I had 
pity on you?” And in his anger the master handed him over to the torturers till he 
should pay all his debt. And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you 
unless you each forgive your brother from your heart.’ 

Communion Antiphon      Cf. Ps 35: 8  
How precious is your mercy, O God!  The children of men seek shelter in the 
shadow of your wings. 

Feasts of the week: Wed-Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gon, Priest, Martyr and Paul 
Chong Ha-sang, and their Companions, Martyrs, Thur-St Matthew, Apostle, 
Evangelist, Sat-Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

Lord hear our prayers for the:   
Sick: John Dwyer, Bob Mannering, Theresa McCooke,   Departed: Jane Bell, 
Antoinette O’Brien, Mary McLauren, Victor Zanin, Noel Glasgow 

Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Damien Tocher        Sun 9.30am - Gwen Abikhair 

Readers & Cleaners Roster -  23/24 September 2017 
Readers:   Sat: 6.00 pm - Lucy Findlay        Sun: 9.30 am - Steve McCrohan 
Cleaning:  Group 4 - Grace Jadko 

Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic Parish” or 
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on transfer.  
First Collection: $......, Envelope: $......+ Direct Debit: $......, Loose: $..... 

The Debt We Owe: Scott Hahn  
Mercy and forgiveness should be at the heart of the Christian life. 

Yet, often we cherish our wrath, nourish our anger, refuse mercy to those who have 
done us wrong.  It can’t be this way in the kingdom, the Church. In the Old 
Testament, “seven” is frequently a number associated with mercy and the 
forgiveness of sins. The just man sins seven times daily; there is a seven-fold 
sprinkling of blood for atonement of sins. But Jesus tells Peter today that we must 
forgive not seven times, but seventy times seven times. That means: every time. 

We are to be merciful as our Father in heaven is merciful. But why? Why does Jesus 
repeatedly warn that we can’t expect forgiveness for our trespasses unless we’re 
willing to forgive others their trespasses against us? 

Because, as Paul reminds us, we are the Lord’s. Each of us has been purchased by 
the blood of Christ shed for us on the cross. As we sing in today’s Psalm, though we 
deserved to die for our sins, He doesn’t deal with us 
according to our crimes. The mercy and forgiveness 
we show to others should be the heartfelt expression 
of our gratitude for the mercy and forgiveness 
shown to us. 

We know that one day we will stand before the 
judgment seat and give account for what we’ve done with the new life given to  
us by Christ. 


