Mother Assumpta
“Lord, to Whom Shall We Go?”
We are deeply saddened by the news that comes in daily about the sexual abuse
involving the hierarchy (cardinals, bishops, and priests) in the Catholic Church.
We certainly believe that those found guilty should be punished and live out
their lives in prayer, penance, and reparation. We hope and pray that the persons
who have been abused will find support, love, and healing.
Our thoughts turn to all of those wonderful men in the hierarchy who love the
Church and are faithful to her teachings, who must be going through their own
Calvary with each report of the above. We think of the laity who are trying
themselves, and also trying to raise their children, to love the Church and live by
her teachings in a culture which gives very little or no support for so doing.
There will probably be many, weak in the knowledge and living of their Catholic Faith, who will use clerical abuse as an excuse to leave the Church, but hopefully it will make others stronger in the Faith. “Lord, to whom shall we go?” The
Catholic Church has the fullness of faith, with all the means to lead men and
women to holiness of life and to eternal salvation. The history of the Church has
always been through crises, and at these times great saints were raised up...
In 1969, when Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI was Professor Joseph Ratzinger, he
gave a radio talk, “What Will the Future Church Look Like?” I will quote a few
sentences from this talk. “From the crisis of today a new Church of tomorrow
will emerge, a Church that has lost much! She will become small and will have
to start afresh more or less from the beginning…. But in all this … the Church
will find her essence afresh and with full conviction in that which was always at
her center: faith in the triune God, in Jesus Christ, the son of God made man, in
the presence of the Spirit until the end of the world.” I certainly think that Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI’s words are surely applicable today.
So what should our response be to this crisis in the Church today? It calls us all
to strengthen our own faith, to pray, practice virtue, fast, and sacrifice not only
for those who have been abused but also for those who have caused this scandal
in the Church. We desire all to receive the love and mercy of God.
The tree is being pruned radically only to put forth more healthy and stronger
shoots. If we are looking at a smaller Church, perhaps the best example we
could take would be the mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, but when grown
becomes the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree so big that the birds of the
air come and shelter in its branches. So if all of us in the smaller Church are
planted deeply in the belief and practice of our Faith, the Church will grow
stronger and stronger and many will come to be embraced in the loving arms of
their Mother.
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
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Tuesday - 10am, M ass of M ercy
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
Wednesday - 8am
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Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage -By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of the
month after 9.30am Mass

Attention Catechists: There will be mandatory training in Child Protection this
year. This is the only Catechist training for 2018. Venue: Slattery Centre PD Room,
St. Patrick’s, Albury. Tues. 18th Sept. 10am—12.
Confirmation Preparation Classes: in the Marian Centre at 4.30pm 12th, 19th.
Confirmation: 23rd Sept.9:30am Mass.
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross: The Triumph of the Cross reminds us to
embrace the Cross in the midst of our suffering. It is in the Cross that we
understand the power of the resurrection. The Cross is at the centre of our
lives every time we are tempted to give in and give up. It is in suffering that
we unite ourselves with Jesus on the Cross.
Our Lady of Sorrows: With Our Lady’s “YES” came seven sorrows, the
flight of the Holy Family into Egypt; the loss and finding of the child Jesus
in the temple; Mary’s meeting of Jesus on His way to Calvary; Mary’s
standing at the foot of the Cross when Jesus was crucified; her holding of
Jesus when He was taken down from the cross; and His burial. Sorrow and
the Cross are never the end, but only steps towards resurrection and the
fullness of life.

23rd. Sunday in Ordinary Time 9th. September 2018
Collect: O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who believe in
Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting inheritance.
First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7
Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. Look, your God is
coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; he is coming to save
you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf
unsealed, then the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb
sing for joy; for water gushes in the desert, streams in the wasteland, the
scorched earth becomes a lake, the parched land springs of water.
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 145: 7-10
Praise the Lord, my soul!
Second Reading James 2:1-5
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, our glorified Lord,
with the making of distinctions between classes of people. Now suppose a
man comes into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold ring
on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in shabby clothes, and you
take notice of the well-dressed man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best
seats’; then you tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the
floor by my foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used two different
standards in your mind, and turned yourselves into judges, and corrupt
judges at that? Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor
according to the world that God chose, to be rich in faith and to be the heirs
to the kingdom which he promised to those who love him.
Gospel Acclamation Matthew-4:23
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of the
kingdom and healed all who were sick. A lleluia!
Gospel Mark 7:31-37
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of Sidon towards
the Sea of Galilee, right through the Decapolis region. And they brought
him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him
to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd,
put his fingers into the man’s ears and touched his tongue with spittle.
Then looking up to heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that
is, ‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, and the ligament of his tongue
was loosened and he spoke clearly. And Jesus ordered them to tell no one
about it, but the more he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their
admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ they said ‘he
makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’

Communion Antiphon: Psalm 41: 2-3
Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my
God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God.
Saints of the Week
Thursday: 13th. Sept. St John Chrysostom, Doctor, Bishop
Friday:
14th Sept. The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Lord hear our prayers for the Sick: Lyn Byrnes, Helen Quirk,
Danielle Scorah, Peter McClean
For the recently departed: Maxine O’Brien, Ezatollaih Sahatpour,Pat Pass
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish or Direct Debit:
BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Include name on transfer. First Collection:
$378.85 Second Collection (Envelope):$550.00 Direct Debit $360.00 Loose:
$240.00
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Peter Tobin 9.30am-Mark Mannering
Readers & Cleaners Roster—8th/9th September 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm –Luke Burton: 9.30 am - Kieran Williams
Cleaning: Kate Tobin
Scott Hahn
All Things Well: Scott Hahn Twenty-Third Sunday “He has done all things well.”
In the Greek, this echoes the creation story, recalling that God saw all the things He
had done and declared them good. The crowd recognizes that Jesus is doing what
the prophet had foretold. But Mark wants us to see something far greater, that, to
use the words from today’s First Reading: “Here is your God.” Notice how personal and physical the drama is in the Gospel. Our focus is drawn to a hand, a finger,
ears, a tongue, spitting. In Jesus, Mark shows us, God has truly come in the flesh.
What He has done is to make all things new, a new creation. As Isaiah promised,
He has made the living waters of Baptism flow in the desert of the world. He has
set captives free from their sins. He has come that rich and poor might dine together
in the Eucharistic feast. He has done for each of us what He did for that deaf mute.
He has opened our ears to hear the Word of God, and loosed our tongues that we
might sing praises to Him. Let us then, in the Eucharist, again give thanks to our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ. Let us say with Isaiah, here is our God, He comes to
save us. Let us be rich in faith, that we might inherit the kingdom promised to those
who love Him.
Mother Teresa (1910-1997) was a Catholic nun who devoted her life to
serving the poor and destitute around the world. She spent many years in
Calcutta, India where she founded the Missionaries of Charity, a religious
congregation devoted to helping those in need. Saint
Teresa of Calcutta was canonized in 2016.
Quote from St Teresa “I alone cannot change the world, but I can cast a
stone across the water to create many ripples.”

