( continued)…, we must work for justice, taking care of our brothers and sisters,and
living by the truth God has placed in our hearts. The Word given to us is a perfect gift.
.We should not add to it through vain and needless devotions. Nor should we subtract
from it by picking and choosing which of His laws to honor. “Hear me,” Jesus says in
today’s Gospel. Today, we’re called to examine our relationship to God’s law. Is the
practice of our religion a pure listening to Jesus, a humble welcoming of the Word
planted in us and able to save our souls? Or are we only paying lip-service?

The Value of Celibacy:
by Christopher West COR Project
In order to understand the value of celibacy, we must first understand the value of
marriage. Christopher West.
If someone asks, “Why can’t priests be married?” the real answer is, they can be.
However, with good reason, priests in the West are normally chosen from among
men who have discerned celibacy as their vocation. The witness of a healthy celibate life has a supreme value for the current sexual crisis that seems entirely lost in
the heat of the conversation. Put simply, it’s the witness of authentic sexual freedom.
Sexual freedom, as the Catholic Church has always understood, is not the liberty to
indulge one’s compulsions; it’s liberation from the compulsion to indulge. Only
one who is free in the latter sense is able to love, whether in marriage or in the celibate gift of self. Whenever we are bound to our urges, others are disregarded as
persons and become mere objects of our own gratification. A faulty understanding
of sexual freedom has seeped into the minds of many people within the Church,
including her clergy, which is why both marriage and celibacy are in a state of profound crisis. Without a vibrant call to authentic sexual freedom, both Christian
marriage and Christian celibacy become radically misunderstood and mis-lived: the
former as a “legitimate outlet” for one’s compulsive urges and the latter as a life of
hopeless repression.
This is why the idea that marriage is the solution to the sexual scandal of priests is
so seriously misguided. Simply getting married does not cure sexual disorder. If a
priest, or any other man, were to enter marriage with deep-seated sexual disorders,
he would be condemning his wife to a life of sexual objectification. The only way
the scandal of sexual sin will end is if people learn how to open their sexual brokenness to the power of redemption flowing from the death and resurrection of
Christ as the way to an authentic sexual freedom.
Prayer For Priests
by St. Thérèse of Lisieux
O Jesus, eternal Priest, keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred Heart, where
none may touch them. Keep unstained their anointed hands, which daily touch Your
Sacred Body.
Keep unsullied their lips, daily purpled with your Precious Blood. Keep pure and
unearthly their hearts, sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood.
Let Your holy love surround them and shield them from the world's contagion. Bless
their labours with abundant fruit and may the souls to whom they minister be their joy
and consolation here and in heaven their beautiful and everlasting crown. Amen.
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
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2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~
Happy Father’s Day to all our Fathers : We give thanks for our
fathers and ask God to help and bless them in this world and the next!
Ordination of Fr. Marco Killingsworth. Large crowds of the F aithful
attended the Ordination in Wagga Wagga and the Thanksgiving Mass
of Fr. Marco held here at our parish last week. May we continue to pray for Fr.
Marco in his priestly ministry that God continues to bless all his work.
Mary’s Mantle: F aith formation for our children today after
9.30am Mass in the Marian Centre. For children 4-8 years of age
Have–A–Chat After a winter break we are back again at the
Thurgoona Golf Club this Monday 3rd. Sept. at 12noon.
All ladies welcome to come along and bring a friend and share in some
time well spent together and give a warm welcome to Spring! Guest
Speaker!
Attention Catechists: There will be mandatory training in Child Protection this
year. This is the only Catechist training for 2018. Venue: Slattery Centre PD
Room, St. Patrick’s, Albury. Tues. 18th Sept. 10am—12.
Confirmation Preparation Classes: in Mar ian Centr e at 4.30pm
5th, 12th, 19th of Sept. Confirmation on the 23rd Sept.9:30am Mass.

22nd. Sunday in Ordinary Time

2nd. September 2018

Collect: `God of might, giver of ever y good gift, put into our hear ts the love
of Your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, You may nurture in us
what is good and, by Your watchful care, keep safe what You have nurtured.
First Reading
Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-8 ©
Moses said to the people: ‘Now,
Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs that I
teach you today, and observe them, that you may have life and may enter and take
possession of the land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you. You must
add nothing to what I command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the
commandments of the Lord your God just as I lay them down for you. Keep them,
observe them, and they will demonstrate to the peoples your wisdom and
understanding. When they come to know of all these laws they will exclaim, “No
No
other people is as wise and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great
nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call
to him? And what great nation is there that has laws and customs to match this whole
Law that I put before you today?’
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 14: 2-5
The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
Second Reading
James 1:17-18,21-22,27 ©
It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it
comes down from the Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as
alteration, no shadow of a change. By his own choice he made us his children by the
message of the truth so that we should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had
created. Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save
your souls. But you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it and
deceive yourselves. Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father is this:
coming to the help of orphans and widows when they need it, and keeping oneself
uncontaminated by the world.
Gospel Acclamation
James 1:18
Alleluia, alleluia! The Father gave us birth by His message of truth,
that we might be as the first fruits of His creation. A lleluia!
Gospel
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 ©
The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem
gathered round Jesus, and they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with
unclean hands, that is, without washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in
general, follow the tradition of the elders and never eat without washing their arms
as far as the elbow; and on returning from the market place they never eat without
first sprinkling themselves. There are also many other observances which have
been handed down to them concerning the washing of cups and pots and bronze
dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not
respect the tradition of the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He
answered, ‘It was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this
passage of scripture: This people honours me only with lip-service, while their
hearts are far from me. The worship they offer me is worthless, the doctrines they

teach are only human regulations. You put aside the commandment of God
to cling to human traditions.’ He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen
to me, all of you, and understand. Nothing that goes into a man from outside can
make him unclean; it is the things that come out of a man that make him unclean
For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions emerge: fornication,
theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander, pride,
folly. All these evil things come from within and make a man unclean© 1996-2018
Universalis Publishing Ltd.
Communion Antiphon:
Psalm 30: 20
How great is the goodness, Lord, that You keep for those who fear You.
Prayer for our Confirmands
Come Holy Spirit, come we pray!
May you bestow upon those young people preparing for Confirmation
Your seven fold gifts.
Come Holy Spirit, come, we pray!

Saints of the Week
Monday: 3rd. Sept. St Gregory the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church
Saturday: 8th Sept. Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Lord hear our prayers for the Sick: Lyn Byr nes, Helen Quir k,
Danielle Scorah, Peter McClean, Lynette and Garry Croch, Melissa Stevens,
For the recently departed: Des Kelly, Maxine O’Brien, Ezatollaih Sahatpour,
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish please or
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on
transfer. First Collection: $391.85Second Collection (Envelope):$410.00
Direct Debit $330.00 Loose: $330.90
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Damien Tocher 9.30am-Jorgette Hudson
Readers & Cleaners Roster—1st/2nd September 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm –Peter Tobin Sun: 9.30 am - Mark Mannering
Cleaning: Mary and Jenny

Reflection on today’s readings:
by Dr. Scott Hahn
Today’s Gospel casts Jesus as one having authority to interpret God’s law.
Jesus’ quotation from Isaiah today is ironic . In observing the law, the Pharisees
honor God by ensuring that nothing unclean passes their lips. In this, they’ve
turned the law inside out, making it a matter of simply performing certain external actions. The gift of the law, which we hear God giving to Israel in today’s
First Reading, is fulfilled in Jesus’ Gospel, which shows us the law’s true meaning and purpose The law, fulfilled in the Gospel, is meant to form our hearts,
to make us pure, able to live in the Lord’s presence. The law was given that we
might live and enter into the inheritance promised to us—the kingdom of God,
eternal life. Israel, by its observance of the law, was meant to be an example to
surrounding nations. The Gospel was given to us that we might have new birth
by the Word of truth. By living the Word we’ve received, we’re to be examples
of God’s wisdom to those around us, the “first fruits” of a new humanity. This
means we must be “doers” of the Word, not merely hearers of it. As we sing in
today’s Psalm and hear again in today’s Epistle, (cont. over page)

