(continued) us to the Second Person of the Trinity, so that every baptized Christian is
Christ and has a personal relationship with God the Father who loves the Son with an
infinite love. The love the Father has for me, a priest, is the same that he has for every
person. And it will take the Father all of eternity to tell me of his love for me. Yes,
there will be scandals and all kinds of corruption in the body, but when I hear of the
scandals in the Vatican banks and the sexual scandals, I am not discouraged. I see
these times that Pope John Paul II talked about as a new springtime and Pope Benedict and Pope Francis have talked about it. After 65 years in the priesthood, I can
truly say that without Jesus, I can do nothing. I am Christ because of the Father and
the Father called me to be his son. The relationship between the Father and Son is
constantly connected by the Holy Spirit and that same Spirit is uniting me with not
only the Father but with every brother and sister in the world. There are very many
humble people that fill me with awe and great hope. These people know who they are
called to be. They hold no rank and are unknown by most people, but they pray and
are the strength of our Church. Take for example one little unknown nun, St. Thérèse
of Lisieux, who died at the age of 24 and ended up becoming famous around the
world and a doctor of the Church. We all have the same power, the power to pray and
be holy and to be united to God the Father in Christ through the Holy Spirit. And
there is where the true strength is."
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Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thur sday fr om 9:30am to 12:30pm

Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
Monday - 8am
Tuesday - 10am,
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~

This Sunday has been designated World Migrant and Refugee Sunday. “These

brothers and sisters of ours were trying to escape difficult situations to find
some serenity and peace; they were looking for a better place for themselves and
their families...How often do such people fail to find understanding, fail to find
acceptance, fail to find solidarity. And their cry rises up to God!” Pope Francis
Ordination of Deacon Marco Killingsworth. All invited! Saint
Michael’s Cathedral, Wagga Wagga this Wednesday evening, 29th
Aug. 6pm. You are also invited to Father’s first Mass, here at IHM
parish Thurgoona, this Thursday evening, 30th Aug. 7pm. A plate
would be much appreciated for supper after Holy Mass!
Attention Catechists: There will be mandatory training in Child Protection this
year. This is the only Catechist training for 2018.Venue: Slattery Centre PD
Room Tues. 18th Sept. 2018 10am—12noon
Riverina 2018 Bioethics Forum: A Panel on End of Life Ethics: Sat 1st Sept.
La Maison Function Centre, Albury-Wodonga. 9am-2pm
RSVP
https://www.trybooking.com/XCKN

Confirmation
Preparation
Classes: in the Mar ian Centr e at 4.30pm 29th
th
th
th
August; 5 , 12 , 19 of Sept. Confirmation on the 23rd Sept.9:30am Mass.

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

26th. August, 2018

Collect: `O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single
purpose, grant Your people to love what You command and to desire what You
promise, that amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts may be fixed on that
place where true gladness is found..
First Reading
Joshua 24:1-2,15-18 ©
Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem; then he called the elders,
leaders, judges and scribes of Israel, and they presented themselves before God.
Then Joshua said to all the people, ‘If you will not serve the Lord, choose today
whom you wish to serve, whether the gods that your ancestors served beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are now living. As for me and
my House, we will serve the Lord.’ The people answered, ‘We have no intention of
deserting the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors out of
the land of Egypt, the house of slavery, who worked those great
wonders before our eyes and preserved us all along the way we
travelled and among all the peoples through whom we journeyed.
We too will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 33: 2-3, 16-23
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Second Reading
Ephesians 5:21-32 ©
Give way to one another in obedience to Christ. Wives should regard their husbands
as they regard the Lord, since as Christ is head of the Church and saves the whole
body, so is a husband the head of his wife; and as the Church submits to Christ, so
should wives to their husbands, in everything. Husbands should love their wives just
as Christ loved the Church and sacrificed himself for her to make her holy. He made
her clean by washing her in water with a form of words, so that when he took her to
himself she would be glorious, with no speck or wrinkle or anything like that, but
holy and faultless. In the same way, husbands must love their wives as they love
their own bodies; for a man to love his wife is for him to love himself. A man never
hates his own body, but he feeds it and looks after it; and that is the way Christ treats
the Church, because it is his body – and we are its living parts. For this reason, a
man must leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will
become one body. This mystery has many implications; but I am saying it applies to
Christ and the Church.
Gospel Acclamation
John 6:63. 68
Alleluia, alleluia! Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the words of
everlasting life. Alleluia!
Gospel
John 6:60-69 ©
After hearing his doctrine many of the followers of Jesus said, ‘This is intolerable
language. How could anyone accept it?’ Jesus was aware that his followers were
complaining about it and said, ‘Does this upset you? What if you should see the
Son of Man ascend to where he was before? ‘It is the spirit that gives life, the
flesh has nothing to offer. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are

life. ‘But there are some of you who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the
outset those who did not believe, and who it was that would betray him. He went
on, ‘This is why I told you that no one could come to me unless the Father allows
him.’ After this, many of his disciples left him and stopped going
with him. Then Jesus said to the Twelve, ‘What about you, do
you want to go away too?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘Lord, who
shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life, and we
believe; we know that you are the Holy One of God.
Communion Antiphon:
Psalm 103:13-15
The earth is replete with the fruits of Your work, O Lord; You bring forth bread
from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.

Saints of the Week
Monday 27th. August
Saint. Monica, mother of St. Augustine
Tuesday 28th. August
Saint Augustine , Bishop, Doctor of the Church
Wednesday 29th. August The Passion of John the Baptist, martyr
Lord hear our prayers for the Sick: Lyn Byr nes, Helen Quir k, Danielle
Scorah, Peter McClean, Lynette and Garry Croch, Melissa Stevens, Isabella
Morris For the recently departed: Maxine O’Brien, Ezatollaih Sahatpour,
Annette Joseph
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish please or
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on
transfer. First Collection: $239.30Second Collection (Envelope):$537.00 Direct
Debit $355.00 Loose: $123.95
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Luke Burton 9.30am-Steve McCrohan
Readers & Cleaners Roster—1st/2nd September 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm –Damien Tocher Sun: 9.30 am - Jorgette Hudson
Cleaning: Isabella and Dennis
An Exorcist’s Perspective
Excerpt from NCR by Patti Armstrong
Scandals show us that rank does not mean holiness. Holiness happens only when we are
personally committed to Christ. To shore up the faithful who are among the wounded, I
turned to someone who was once a spiritual director to Saint Teresa of Calcutta—Msgr.
John Esseff. He has been a priest for 65 years and an exorcist in the Diocese of Scranton,
Pennsylvania, for over 40 years. “When I was ordained in 1953,.the priesthood was for
the blessing and care of children. With the scandals in the Church, the brand has definitely been damaged. However, he said that he is still filled with hope for the future of
the Church. The scandals remind me of the Twin Towers being crashed on 9/11 then
first responders fearlessly running in. So too, we have young sons of God rushing into
the Church with a tremendous dream of saving souls and spreading God’s kingdom. We
have these scandals, but we also have these magnificent young seminarians coming forward. There is only one Father in the family, and whatever rank we have is not what
makes us a member of the body of Christ. Scandals show us that rank does not mean
holiness. Holiness happens only when we are personally committed to Christ, and that is
open to everyone equally. When we were baptized, the Holy Spirit united (continued)

