Immaculate Heart
f Mary Parish
Thurgoona
Parish Priest: Fr John Fowles

Assistant Priest: Fr. Mark Whybrow
Show me your faith apart from your works and I by my works will show you my faith. James 2:18

Pastoral Associate: Br Denis Devcich | Acolyte: Denis Golden
Phone: 02 6043 2222 | thur goonacatholicpar ish@hotmail.com
Fax: 02 6043 2224 | www.thur goonacatholicpar ish.com
Address:20 Har tigan St, Thur goona 2640 | PO Box 110, Lavington 2641
Parish Office Hours: Tuesday & Thur sday fr om 9:30am to 12:30pm

Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
Monday - 8am
Tuesday - 10am,
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Reflection on today’s readings:
Dr. Scott Hahn
The Wisdom of God has prepared a feast, we hear in today’s First Reading. We
must become like children to hear and accept this invitation. For in every Eucharist, it is the folly of the Cross that is represented and renewed. To the world, it is
foolishness to believe that the crucified Jesus rose from the dead. For many, as for
the crowds in today’s Gospel, it is foolishness , maybe even madness, to believe
that Jesus can give us His Flesh to eat. Yet Jesus repeats himself with gathering
intensity in the Gospel today. Note the repetition of the words “eat”, “drink,” “my
Flesh” and “my Blood.” The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom. In
His foolish love, He chooses to save those who believe that His Flesh is true food,
His Blood, true drink. Again, today in the liturgy, we are called to renew our faith
in the Eucharist, to forsake the foolishness of believing only what we can see with
our eyes. We approach, then, not only an altar prepared with bread and wine, but
the feast of Wisdom, the banquet of heaven, in which God our Savior renews His
everlasting covenant and promises to destroy death forever. Let us give thanks to
God for everything in the name of Jesus, the bread come down from heaven.

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~
Mass of Mercy for the month of August this Tuesday at 10am in our
parish church.
Plenary Council 2020 Plenary Council Listening and Dialogue Sessions
All parishioners of the Catholic parishes of Albury encouraged to attend. Please
see back page!
Ordination of Deacon Marco Killingsworth All invited at St Michael’s
Cathedral in Wagga Wagga on the evening of the 29th August at 6pm. You are
also invited to Father's first Mass, here at IHM parish Thurgoona,30th Aug.7pm.
(A plate would be much appreciated for supper after Holy Mass!)
Riverina 2018 Bioethics Forum: A Panel on End of Life Ethics: Sat 1st Sept.
2018 La Maison Restaurant and Function Centre, Albury-Wodonga 9am-2pm
morning tea and lunch. (For those practising in healthcare, law and other
relevant professions Tickets $20 RSVP 20th Aug https://www.trybooking.com/XCKN
Confirmation Preparation Classes: in the Mar ian Centr e at 4.30pm
22nd, 29th August; 5th, 12th, 19th of Sept.
Confirmation on the 23rd Sept.9:30am Mass.

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

19th. August, 2018

Collect: `O God, who have pr epar ed for those who love you good things
which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of Your love, so
that, loving You in all things and above all things, we may attain Your promises,
which surpass every human desire.
First Reading
Proverbs 9:1-6 ©
Wisdom has built herself a house, she has erected her seven pillars, she has
slaughtered her beasts, prepared her wine, she has laid her table. She has
despatched her maidservants and proclaimed from the city’s heights: ‘Who is
ignorant? Let him step this way.’ To the fool she says, ‘Come and eat my bread,
drink the wine I have prepared! Leave your folly and you will live, walk in the
ways of perception.’
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 33: 2-3, 10-15
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
Second Reading
Ephesians 5:15-20 ©
Be very careful about the sort of lives you lead, like intelligent and not like
senseless people. This may be a wicked age, but your lives should redeem it. And
do not be thoughtless but recognise what is the will of the Lord. Do not drug
yourselves with wine, this is simply dissipation; be filled with the Spirit. Sing the
words and tunes of the psalms and hymns when you are together, and go on
singing and chanting to the Lord in your hearts, so that always and everywhere
you are giving thanks to God who is our Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Gospel Acclamation
John 6:56
Alleluia, alleluia! All who eat my flesh
and drink my blood live in me
and I in them, says the Lord.
Alleluia!
Gospel
John 6:51-58 ©
Jesus said to the crowd: ‘I am the living bread which has come down from
heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I shall
give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ Then the Jews started arguing with
one another: ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ they said. Jesus replied:
‘I tell you most solemnly, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink
his blood, you will not have life in you. Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink
my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is
real food and my blood is real drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood
lives in me and I live in him. As I, who am sent by the living Father, myself
draw life from the Father, so whoever eats me will draw life from me. This is the
bread come down from heaven; not like the bread our ancestors ate: they are
dead, but anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’
© Copyright 1996-2018 Universalis Publishing Ltd

Communion Antiphon
Psalm 129:7
With the Lord there is mercy; in Him is plentiful redemption.

Saints of the Week
Monday 20th. August
Saint. Bernard, Doctor of the Church
Tuesday 21th. August
Saint Pius X restoration of frequent Communion
Wednesday 22nd. August The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Friday 24th August
Saint Bartholomew, Apostle, Martyr
Lord hear our prayers for the Sick: Lyn Byr nes, Helen Quir k, Danielle
Scorah, Peter McClean, Lynette and Garry Croch, Melissa Stevens, Maxine
O’Brien, Isabella Morris For the recently departed: Annette Joseph For
those who anniversaries occur at this time: Dooley Car r oll, Victor Zanen
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thurgoona Catholic Parish please or
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on
transfer. FirstCollection:$377.15Second Collection (Envelope):$560.00Direct
Debit $120.00 Loose: $196.55
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Peter Tobin 9.30am-Vera Galvin
Readers & Cleaners Roster—25th/26th August 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm –Luke Burton Sun: 9.30 am - Steve McCrohan
Cleaning: Kathleen Horsfall and Alison
THE SIGN OF THE WEEPING MADONNA. Fr D. L ongneck er (excerpt NCR )
Last week there was news of a bronze statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary in New Mexico
that was weeping chrism oil. What is the significance of the weeping Madonna? How
can we figure out what it means? A sign from heaven cannot be reduced to a particular
specific message, dogma or moral principle. Instead a sign operates on a deeper, more
intuitive level. It is a mystery, and a mystery is something that can be experienced even if
it cannot be explained. The sign of the weeping Madonna holds many messages within
one experience. So what do the weeping Madonnas signify? They are a weeping mother.
Why does a mother weep? She weeps for her wayward children. She weeps over the souls
headed for hell. She weeps for a world on the brink of disaster. She weeps for the wayward priests. The chrism oil is used for baptism, confirmation and ordination. She weeps
therefore for sacraments defiled by sin. She is Our Lady of Guadalupe so she weeps for
the immigrant children. She weeps for Mexico and Central America plunged into murder, drug abuse and crime. She is the patron too of the unborn, so she weeps for the children aborted, cut up and their body parts sold. She weeps for the needless suffering of
children abused by lustful prelates. Her tears are her pain as her heart is broken by the
seven swords of the seven sorrows. The best vision of the Dolorous Virgin is in Mel Gibson’s film The Passion of the Christ where we see the Blessed Virgin walk with her son
every step of the way. The broken and brutalized Christ falls under the weight of the
cross. He’s half dead. When he falls, his mother runs to help him, and he looks up at her,
blood coming down his face, and he says, “See, mother, I make all things new again.”
Here is the summary for me of what the weeping Madonna means – she’s weeping for the
sin and sorrow of the children of the whole world, but she is also weeping for the
church - the Body of Christ her son. She is weeping for the terrible things the church is
enduring and for the terrible sins and the terrible purification to come. The four sins that
cry to heaven for vengeance are murder, sodomy, injustice to the foreigner and injustice
to the wage earner. I see the Blessed Mother crying to heaven for vengeance for all four
of these sins. So how do you read the signs of the times? Just behold it in silence and feel
her sorrow and enter her grief and pray her rosary for the salvation of yourself, your family, your parish, your priest, our church and our broken, sinful world.

