"The Evangelizing Parish"
interview by PJ Smith NCR.
(Continued )
Many Catholics today, even if they go to Mass regularly, do not know the people they
worship with. How do evangelizing parishes, particularly if they are quite large, develop a common life if regular attendees act like strangers together? There are many
ways in which parishes can solve this matter. One, what they call small, basic communities. That means there are units within the parish where people meet and read the
Bible, they read the Mass text, and they discuss it. Second, there can be many associations within the parish: sodalities, Legion of Mary, apostolates, Society of St. Vincent
de Paul. There can be home-visitation units. In particular, in every parish, it is important to have a small group that can, in the name of the parish, take care of the sick,
the aged, the lonely, the forgotten and the handicapped. Also, bring Holy Communion
to the sick or to those at home who are not able to come to church. If the priest cannot
do it, then a minister of Holy Communion can do it in the name of the priest. That is
very important.
There are three things that a parish does: worship, teaching the faith and service. Worship means Holy Mass, baptism, confession, Rosary and the whole area of prayer.
The second area is doctrine, teaching, Catechism, and not only for small groups. All of
us should make progress in the knowledge of our faith. And that’s very important. But
the third area is often forgotten: service. That means a community that cares, that regards others as brothers and sisters: the sick, the lonely, the handicapped, the forgotten. Some are not poor in terms of money, but they want some human beings to visit
them; to do shopping for an old woman or a sick person. That is a very important area
of parish life that should not be forgotten. Also in the organization of the parish, the
pastor must not forget to encourage individuals to “get going.” Some people may not
be members of societies, such as the Society of St. Jude or the Legion of Mary, but as
individuals they may be able to do a lot of good. Some people may be intellectuals,
professors in the universities, medical doctors, lawyers, or they can even be pilots or
hostesses on an airplane. Whatever their daily profession is, these individuals must be
also encouraged, because sometimes “individual apostolate” is the only one practical
in this situation for this person. So you can see the whole parish should be full of fire
to inspire. Most important, become convinced of the fact that baptism sets us all to
evangelize. Evangelization does not necessarily mean you pick up a microphone and
begin speaking. It can mean you simply share your faith with your colleagues; whether
you’re walking, or sitting in an airplane traveling; whether it is with somebody who is
just a friend, or whether it is a social party in a restaurant. Do you have the courage to
make the Sign of the Cross? Are you afraid to show you’re a Catholic — like it’s a
contraband good? So it is simply that individual should be convinced that you can be a
witness of Christ anywhere, whether in a group or outside of it. Some people are
afraid of organized groups, but if an individual approaches them as a Catholic individual, they may listen. They may never have a cardinal or a religious sister talk to them,
or if they see them, they may guard themselves. But if they see a normal colleague in
the rough and tumble of daily life, they may be more open. And when they see this
person active in their faith, that faith can get contagious. They will see that this faith is
shared by all. When we speak of the parish, do not think of “them.” Think of “us.” It
is “we.” And when we “the Church,” do not think of just the Pope and bishops. They
are the leaders, but the laypeople are 99.9% of the Church. There are not spectators in
the Church. Everybody is a player.
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
Monday - 8am
Tuesday - 10am,
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~
Plenary Council 2020 What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at
this time and what questions do you have?
Plenary Council Listening and Dialogue Sessions will be held for all
parishioners of the Catholic parishes of Albury. They will be facilitated by Dr.
Rosemary Farrell.
1st. Session 28th. Aug., 2018, 7-8.30pm. Mantra Albury, 524 Smollett St.
2nd.Session 25th. Sept., 2018, 7-8.30pm Mantra Albury, 524 Smollett St.
Mary’s Mantle for children 4-8 yrs. faith formation after 9.30 Mass Today
Ordination of Deacon Marco Killingsworth All invited at St M ichael’s
Cathedral in Wagga Wagga on the evening of the 29th August at 6pm. You are
also invited to Father's first Mass, here at IHM parish Thurgoona,30th Aug.7pm.
Confirmation Preparation Classes: Mar ian Centr e 4.30pm 8th, 15th, 22nd,
29th August; 5th, 12th, 19th of Sept. Confirmation on the 23rd Sept.9:30am Mass.
Feasts of the Week: Transfiguration of the Lord Mon. 6th August.
St.Mary of the Cross MacKillop, first canonized saint of Australia, 8th August.
St. Lawrence deacon, Martyr, 10th. August
St. Clare, virgin 11th August.

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
5th. August, 2018
First Reading
Exodus 16:2-4,12-15 ©
The whole community of the sons of Israel began to complain against Moses and
Aaron in the wilderness and said to them, ‘Why did we not die at the Lord’s hand
in the land of Egypt, when we were able to sit down to pans of meat and could eat
bread to our heart’s content! As it is, you have brought us to this wilderness to
starve this whole company to death!’ Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Now I will
rain down bread for you from the heavens. Each day the people are to go out and
gather the day’s portion; I propose to test them in this way to see whether they will
follow my law or not. ‘I have heard the complaints of the sons of Israel. Say this
to them, “Between the two evenings you shall eat meat, and in the morning you
shall have bread to your heart’s content. Then you will learn that I, the Lord, am
your God.” And so it came about: quails flew up in the evening, and they covered
the camp; in the morning there was a coating of dew all round the camp. When the
coating of dew lifted, there on the surface of the desert was a thing delicate,
powdery, as fine as hoarfrost on the ground. When they saw this, the sons of Israel
said to one another, ‘What is that?’ not knowing what it
was. ‘That’ said Moses to them ‘is the bread the Lord gives
you to eat.’

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 77: 3-4, 23-25, 54
The Lord gave them bread from heaven.
Second Reading
Ephesians 4:17,20-24 ©
I want to urge you in the name of the Lord, not to go on living the aimless kind of
life that pagans live. Now that is hardly the way you have learnt from Christ, unless
you failed to hear him properly when you were taught what the truth is in Jesus. You
must give up your old way of life; you must put aside your old self, which gets
corrupted by following illusory desires. Your mind must be renewed by a spiritual
revolution so that you can put on the new self that has been created in
God’s way, in the goodness and holiness of the truth.
Gospel Acclamation
Matthew 4:4
Alleluia, alleluia! No one lives on bread alone, but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God. A lleluia!
Gospel
John 6:24-35 ©
When the people saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into
boats and crossed to Capernaum to look for Jesus. When they found him on the
other side, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered:
‘I tell you most solemnly, you are not looking for me because you have seen the
signs but because you had all the bread you wanted to eat. Do not work for food
that cannot last, but work for food that endures to eternal life, the kind of food the
Son of Man is offering you, for on him the Father, God himself, has set his seal.’
Then they said to him, ‘What must we do if we are to do the works that God
wants?’ Jesus gave them this answer, ‘This is working for God: you must believe
in the one he has sent.’ So they said, ‘What sign will you give to show us that we
should believe in you? What work will you do? Our fathers had manna to eat in
the desert; as scripture says: He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ Jesus

answered: ‘I tell you most solemnly, it was not Moses who gave you bread
from heaven, it is my Father who gives you the bread from heaven, the true
bread; for the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life
to the world.’ ‘Sir,’ they said ‘give us that bread always.’ Jesus answered: ‘I am
the bread of life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in
me will never thirst.’
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Communion Antiphon
Wisdom 16:20
You have given us, O Lord, bread from heaven, endowed with all delights
and sweetness in every taste.
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thur goona Catholic Parish please or
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on
transfer. First Collection: $325.05 Second Collection (Envelope):$220.00
Direct Debit $120.00 Loose: $201.25
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Luke Burton 9.30am-Simon Horsfall
Readers & Cleaners Roster—11th/12th August 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm -Damien Tocher Sun: 9.30 am - Br. Denis Devich
Cleaning: Kate Tobin
Reflection

Excerpt from an interview with Bishop E. Scharfenberger NCR

“Abuse of authority and sexual abuse by clerics is, more than a crisis of policies and
procedures, it is a spiritual crisis.” We can, and I am confident that we will, strengthen the rules and regulations and sanctions against any trying to fly under the radar or
to ‘get away with’ such evil and destructive behaviors. But, at its heart, this is much
more than a challenge of law enforcement; it is a profoundly spiritual crisis. I do not
see how we can avoid what is really at the root of this crisis: sin and a retreat from
holiness, specifically the holiness of an integral, truly human sexuality. Bishop
Scharfenberger repeated clearly that the Church’s teaching that sexual activity outside
a valid marriage is a grave sin. This is what our faith teaches and what we are held to
in practice. Gravely sinful sexual activity outside marriage “includes grooming and
seduction.” The psychological and spiritual destructiveness of such predatory behavior, even if not a minor — cannot be minimized or rationalized in any way. Bishop
Scharfenberger said he believes the vast majority of clerics “live or, at least, are striving to live holy and admirable lifestyles. I am ashamed of those of my brothers who do
not and have not….Blessed Paul VI’s Humanae Vitae “prophetically warned … of the
long-range consequences of the separation of sexuality and sexual behavior from the
conjugal relationship." Contemporary culture in our part of the world now holds it
normative that sex and sexual gratification between any consenting persons for any
reason that their free wills allow is perfectly acceptable. This is not a sexuality befitting of human beings that responds to the need and true desire of every human person
to be respected and loved fully and unconditionally. Clerics “must practice what we
preach and teach.” We also need to uphold what our faith proclaims about the gift and
beauty of human sexuality, fully lived in its essential conjugal meaning. A culture of
virtue and chastity — in short, personal holiness — rooted in a trusting and committed
relationship with Jesus Christ is the path toward healing and wholeness, even as we
seek to drive the evil behaviors among us from the womb of the Church. Now is a
time of spiritual renewal for all of us seeking to follow in the footsteps of our Lord
and Master, who was himself betrayed by his closest friends, but died for us to save us
from ourselves and to offer us a way to living our humanity fully in this life and in the
heaven to come.

