"The Evangelizing Parish"
interview by PJ Smith NCR.
Nigerian Cardinal Francis Arinze has written a new book calling all Catholics, from
pastors to the men and women in the pews, to rediscover the central importance of the
parish in the Church’s New Evangelization. "When laypeople think of their parish,
they think of what they get from their parish: sacraments — baptism, confession, Holy
Eucharist, anointing and so on — and all that is good. But they don’t think of what
they can give. They do not think of their own share in the apostolate, in the mission of
the Church. They think of themselves as receiving, but not ever as sharing, as giving.
The parish is a very important evangelizing unit of the Church, because in the parish
we are baptized; we are confirmed; we receive Holy Communion; we are introduced
to the Church community. There we grow; there we contribute; and there we die and
are buried. So the parish becomes very important for all of us. God created us not as
wild animals to be alone in the forest. We have a social nature. All of us grow by our
association with fellow human beings. We cannot become all we can become without
our colleagues. Therefore, community life is important. The community life helps us
to avoid loneliness. It also helps us avoid [negative] idiosyncrasies. Jesus said, “where
two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in their midst.” This includes between parish priests. The Holy Eucharist is the apex of the whole Christian
life, it gives us the spiritual energy to do the apostolate. In the liturgy, we give honor
to God. In the celebration of Holy Mass, the Church has the highest expression of religion, the highest expression of adoration. What is it that the Church has that is as important as Mass? It is only another Mass. The Church has nothing bigger than the
Mass. So the liturgy gives us strength; it gives us Holy Scripture, proclaimed and explained. It gives us the grace of Christ. Christ himself received in Holy Communion is
really, truly present — substantially. And it inspires us to go and spread the faith. The
liturgical celebration has dynamic energy — not just “go, the Mass is ended; go and
rest.” No, go and spread the Gospel! What we have heard, what we have prayed, what
we have been singing: Go and live it; go and share it. So the liturgy — we cannot
think of the Church without liturgy. The Church makes the Eucharist, and the Eucharist makes the Church.
To be continued
Palms Australia

Palms is the Australian Catholic Church’s lay volunteering agency.

Archbishop Prowse has requested that parishioners be made aware of the need for missionary support for Palms, Australia in their current 2018 recruiting drive for any people of our parish who may feel able to accept the challenge of volunteering to give of
their time and skills to go to “vulnerable communities overseas” who “ are seeking
qualified and/or experienced professional, trades and business people willing to volunteer as mentors to their local personnel. They have asked Palms to find and prepare
these volunteers to live and work in the communities, building capacity of local people
and organisations through skill-transfer. This has proven most effective to develop
communities sustainably, improve opportunities and reduce poverty.”
Parishioners may also be advised that the Catholic Bishops Conference has agreed to
support those who take up a global mission placement by providing a payment of
$2,500 for each year of mission through a Lay Missionary Gratuity Fund.
Pease pray for this important missionary work of the Church in Australia and if you
feel you may be able to help please speak with Father John for information on how to
take up this great work.
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
Monday - 8am
Tuesday - 10am,
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~
Plenary Council 2020
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
Please visit
“Rosa’s Soup DeLoop” Rosa’s hot soup after 9.30am Mass today,
Sunday 29th July for the cost of a gold coin donation. Available on
the last Sunday of every month during colder times.
Mary’s Mantle for children 4-8 faith formation after 9.30am Mass August 5th
.Ordination of Deacon Marco Killingsworth All ar e invited at St
Michael’s Cathedral in Wagga Wagga on the evening of the 29th
August at 6pm. You are also invited to Father's first Mass, here at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, Thurgoona (where Marco
was a parishioner for some years). This Mass of thanksgiving will be
on the evening following his ordination, 30th August, 7pm
Confirmation Preparation Classes: - Marian Centre 4.30pm 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd, 29th of August; 5th, 12th, 19th of September. Confirmation will take place on
the 23rd September 9:30am Mass. If you have children ready to be confirmed
please make arrangements with Fr John, quickly!

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
29th July, 2018
Collect
O God, pr otector of those who hope in You, without whom
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance Your mercy
upon us and grant that, with You as our ruler and guide, we may use the good
things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to those that ever endure.
First Reading
2 Kings 4:42-44 ©
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread from the
first-fruits, twenty barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear.’ ‘Give it to the people to
eat’, Elisha said. But his servant replied, ‘How can I serve this to a hundred men?’
‘Give it to the people to eat’ he insisted ‘for the Lord says this, “They will eat and
have some left over.”’ He served them; they ate and had some left over, as the Lord
had said. ’
Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 144: 10-11, 15-18
The hand of the Lord feeds us; He answers all our needs.
Second Reading
Ephesians 4:1-6 ©
I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation. Bear
with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all
you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds you together. There
is one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the same hope when
you were called. There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is
Father of all, over all, through all and within all.
Gospel Acclamation
Luke 7: 16
Alleluia, alleluia! A great prophet has appeared among us; God
has visited His people. A lleluia!
Gospel
John 6:1-15 ©
Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or of
Tiberias – and a large crowd followed him, impressed by the signs
he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and sat
down there with his disciples. It was shortly before the Jewish
feast of Passover. Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching
and said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some bread for these people to eat?’ He
only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly what he was going to do.
Philip answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give them a
small piece each.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said,
‘There is a small boy here with five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that
between so many?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was
plenty of grass there, and as many as five thousand men sat down. Then Jesus
took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave them out to all who were sitting ready; he
then did the same with the fish, giving out as much as was wanted. When they
had eaten enough he said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that
nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and filled twelve hampers with
scraps left over from the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign
that he had given, said, ‘This really is the prophet who is to come into the world.’
Jesus, who could see they were about to come and take him by force and make
him king, escaped back to the hills by himself.
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Communion Antiphon
Psalm 102: 2
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all His benefits.
***************
Lord hear our prayers for the: Sick: Lyn Byr nes, Helen Quir k, Danielle
Scorah Departed: Annette Joseph

31st.July

1st. August

Aug. 3rd.

Aug. 4th

St. Ignatius
St. Alphonsus
St. Dominic
St. John
of Loyola
Liguori
Vianney
The lives of our Saints for this coming week make for fascinating reading.
Readers this week: Sat 6pm-Peter Tobin 9.30am-Magdalene Kuna
Readers & Cleaners Roster—4th/5th August 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm - Luke Burton Sun: 9.30 am - Simon Horsfall
Cleaning: Mary and Jenny
Financial Report: cheques payable to Thur goona Catholic Parish please or
Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include name on
transfer. First Collection: $366.90 Second Collection (Envelope):$396.50
Direct Debit $120.00 Loose: $315.15
Reflection
Dr. Scott Hahn
Jesus, the Lord who comes to feed His people. Both Elisha and Jesus face a
crowd of hungry people with only a few “barley” loaves. And in both instances,
the miraculous multiplication of bread satisfies the hungry and leaves food left
over. The Elisha story looks back to Moses, the prophet who fed God’s people
in the wilderness. Moses prophesied that God would send a prophet like him.
The crowd in today’s Gospel, witnessing Jesus' miracle, identifies Him as that
prophet. The Gospel today again shows Jesus to be the Lord, the Good Shepherd, who makes His people lie down on green grass and spreads a table before
them. The miraculous feeding is a sign that God has begun to fulfill His promise, to give His people food in due season and satisfy their desire. But Jesus
points to the final fulfillment of that promise in the Eucharist. He does the same
things as he will do at the Last Supper—He takes the loaves, pronounces a blessing of thanksgiving, and gives the bread to the people. Notice, too, that twelve
baskets of bread are left over, one for each of the Apostles. These are signs that
should point us to the Eucharist—in which the Church founded on the Apostles
continues to feed us with the living bread of His Body.

