The Truth about St.
Joseph

Saint Joseph is called the
most obscure among the
saints. There is good
reason for this remark. His
exterior life passes along in
obscurity, and his interior
life, in which the saint is
great and unique, is
essentially darkness and
shadow.
The exterior view of St.
Joseph’s life presents
nothing extraordinary or
striking. Nothing has
come down to us of the
early part of his life. A
distinct outline of him is
obtained only with the
coming of Jesus. He is a
descendant of the
distinguished family of
David, but it has no longer
any prestige.
The greatest part of the
saint’s life is past in the
little hill town of Nazareth,
of very meagre importance
not even mentioned in the
old testament, and in
regard to which people
shrugged their shoulders as
to whether anything
worthwhile could originate
there (Jn1:46). Here, too,
the saint does not seem to
have held a public office.
He was merely known as
the carpenter, an
occupation in which fame
had never before come to
anyone. His particular and
personal vocation to be the
foster father of the
Messiah, exulted and
sublime in itself and
without compare, was the
very reason that demanded
the profoundest obscurity.

St. Joseph’s Vocation:

infancy of Christ and His
person do not come from
The prophets, the Apostles, Joseph. He is only the
and the martyrs proclaimed mute, but interior admirer,
the divinity of Jesus and
“his secret to himself” (Isa.
were rewarded with
24:16)! He takes his secret
distinction and glory. St. to the grave. He had long
Joseph’s vocation, as long disappeared from the scene
as he lived, was to hide
by the time Jesus wrought
this divinity. He was the
His wonders and rose from
shadow of the heavenly
the tomb, and suddenly
Father, not only in the
transformed the terrible
sense that he was the
Passion into a reign of
visible representative of
glory.
the Eternal Father in regard
to Jesus, but because under Even in the development
the guise of a natural
of the Church the saint was
fatherhood he concealed
obliged to remain a long
the divinity of the Son.
time in the shadow, until
the day of recompense in
According to his vocation, the universal recognition
then, St. Joseph is
of his merits. Such is the
essentially a shadow,
wonderful vocation of St.
which, like an ordinary
Joseph, to be a shadow, to
shadow, passing
cast a shadow over himself
noiselessly over the earth and over all about him and
and covering everything it over God Himself.
meets, conceals his son,
Jesus, and even the
from ‘The Truth about St.
marvels of his spouse,
Joseph: Encountering The
Mary, her virginity and
Most Hidden of Saints” divine motherhood. The
available from Sophia
saint throws himself heart Institute Press
and soul into this unique
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vocation of placing the
week
mantle of obscurity over
everything and during his
whole life does not deny
this vocation, even by a
single word. He wishes to
be hidden and to remain
so. With what revelations
could he not have startled
the world concerning his
virginal spouse, who was
the object of important
prophecies of old, and the
hope of His people?
He sheltered the ardently
longed-for Messiah in his
tent and yet did not
mention a single word
about His presence there.
The revelations that from
time to time light up the
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Mass Times
Saturday: - (Vigil) 6pm
Sunday: - 9:30am & 5:30pm
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Tuesday - 10am,
2nd Tues of month-Anointing of the sick,
3rd Tues of month-Mass of Mercy
Wednesday - 8am
Thursday- 7pm, Mass & Family Novena
Friday - 8am
1st Saturday of Month only:-8am- with
devotions to Bl.V.Mary
Working Bee: Sat - 9am to 11am

Sacraments and Devotions
Adoration - Fr i 8:30am to 10:30am
Precious Blood - Fri 10am
Rosaries - Thur s 6:30pm and Sun 9am
Reconciliation - Thur sday after Novena
Sat 5:30 to 5:50pm before Vigil,
Sun 9 to 9.20am & 5.00 to 5:20pm
Baptism and Marriage - By appointment
Legion of Mary Praesidia :
Mon 9:30am - Mystical Rose
Wed 8:30am - Mary Immaculate
Thur 6.00pm - Mother of Divine Grace
Mary’s Mantle - 1st Sunday of month
after 9.30am mass

~ Parish Notices ~
A message from Fr. John:
Holiday Leave: Fr om the 25th J une to the 13th J uly I will be having two
weeks annual leave and also annual retreat. In my absence Fr. Jim Victory will
be offering the Masses. Fr.Jim has been a great helper here now for some years
and I know he is loved and appreciated by all the community.
Rosa’s Soup DeLoop” What could be better than a cup of
Rosa’s Soup DeLoop after 9.30 am Mass on 24th June for a
gold coin donation. Available on the last Sunday of every
month. Look forward to seeing you there.
University & Young Adults Mass: Sunday,
June 24th 5.30pm followed by refreshments in
parish hall..
Confirmation Preparation Classes: To be
held - Marian Centre 4.30pm on the following
days – 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th of August; 5th, 12th, 19th of September. Confirmation
will take place on the 23rd September 9:30am Mass. If you have children ready to
be confirmed please make arrangements with Fr John.

2th Sunday in Ordinary Time
24th June, 2018
olemnity of The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

Collect
O God, who r aised up Saint J ohn the Baptist to make r eady a nation
it for Christ the Lord, give Your people, we pray, the grace of spiritual joys and
irect the hearts of all the faithful into the way of salvation and peace.
First Reading
Isaiah 49:1-6 `
slands listen to me, pay attention, remotest peoples. The Lord called me before I
was born, from my mother’s womb he pronounced my name. He made my mouth a
harp sword, and hid me in the shadow of his hand: He made me into a sharpened
rrow, and concealed me in his quiver. He said to me, ‘You are my servant (Israel) in
whom I shall be glorified’; while I was thinking, ‘I have toiled in vain, I have
xhausted myself for nothing’; and all the while my cause was with the Lord, my
eward with my God. I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, my God was my
trength. And now the Lord has spoken he who formed me in the womb to be his
ervant, to bring Jacob back to him, to gather Israel to him: ‘It is not enough for you
o be my servant, to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel;
will make you the light of the nation so that my salvation may reach to the ends of
he earth.’

Responsorial Psalm
Psalm 138: 1-3. 13-15.
praise you, for I am wonderfully made.

econd Reading

Acts 13:22-26©

aul said: ‘God deposed Saul and made David their king, of whom he approved in
hese words, “I have selected David son of Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will
arry out my whole purpose.” To keep his promise, God has raised up for Israel one
f David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour, whose coming was heralded by John when
e proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the whole people of Israel. Before John
nded his career he said, “I am not the one you imagine me to
e; that one is coming after me and I am not fit to undo his
andal.” ‘My brothers, sons of Abraham’s race, and all you
who fear God, this message of salvation is meant for you.’

Gospel Acclamation

cf.Lk1:76

Alleluia, alleluia! You, child will be called the prophet of the
Most High; you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.
Alleluia!
Gospel
Luke 1:57-66,80 ©
The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave
irth to a son; and when her neighbours and relations heard
hat the Lord had shown her so great a kindness, they shared her joy. Now on the
ighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call him Zechariah
fter his father, but his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be called John.’ They
aid to her, ‘But no one in your family has that name’, and made signs to his father to
ind out what he wanted him called. The father asked for a writing-tablet and wrote,

‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished. At that instant his power of
speech returned and he spoke and praised God. All their neighbours were
filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about throughout the hill
country of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in their hearts. ‘What
will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the hand of the
Lord was with him. The child grew up and his spirit matured. And he lived
out in the wilderness until the day he appeared openly to Israel.
Communion Antiphon
Luke 1:78
Through the tender mercy of our God, the Dawn from on high will visit us.

***************

Feasts of the Week: Thur s. 28th.J une St. Irenaeus
Friday. 29th June Saints Peter and Paul
Lord hear our prayers for the: Sick: J oan McLaur in, Fr an
Kernaghan, Ernest Denouse, Danielle Scorah Departed: Jack
Fowles, Geoff Jervois, Jack Evans, John Evans, John Foster.
Readers: this week: Sat 6pm - Luke Burton Sun 9.30am –
Vera Galvin
Readers & Cleaners Roster - 30thJun/1July 2018
Readers: Sat: 6.00 pm - Damien Tocher Sun: 9.30 am - Steve McCrohan
Cleaning: Kate Tobin
Financial Report: Please make cheques payable to “Thurgoona Catholic
Parish” or Direct Debit: BSB 012-708: Ac No. 3546 39223. Please include
name on transfer. First Collection: $547.20 Envelope:$370.00 Direct Debit
$120.00 Loose: $265.70
Luke 12:33 “Sell your possession and give alms; provide yourselves
with purses that do not ware out , with a treasure in the heavens that
does not fail, where not thief approaches and no moth destroys.”
Reflection
God’s Word 2018
The extraordinary events surrounding the birth of John the Baptist indicate
his extraordinary calling. Yet, each of the persons in the story had to play
their part correctly, Zachariah was disbelieving an d therefore was struck
dumb, but now upon his and Elizabeth’s insistence the child was named
‘John’ . This means that now Zachariah believed and obeyed the words of
the angel. John also kept a low-profile until it was time for him to be revealed to Israel. The neighbours and kinsfolk were witnesses to the miracle
of the restoration of speech and the prophetic utterance of Zachariah. In
God’s plan He has assigned a role to each of us. As His plan gets revealed, a
faithful cooperation on our part brings about great good, not only for us individually, but also for the community– the body of Christ. But the problem
is that often we, like Zachariah, want proof and confirmation. Nevertheless,
the Lord is patient with us.

